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AY 5. Ver. 48. 


Bee yee therefore perfe® 5 even 48 your Father which 
#5 tn Heaven is perfed, 


——  —_ -— --- TIO "USE OT 


ST Malicious Chriſtian and a courteous « Cynicke, are 
>< cxprefiions equally including con z yet 
27 notwithſtanding it.is coo manifeſt that thouſands 
F38 that honour themſelves with the name of Chciſti- 
Wa ans, that diſhonous Gods and by their workes de- 
| ny their very name 3 for if the leaſt i injury be of- 
Al fered them either in word of indeed,” though in 
} paſſion, haw doe they foame-and rage, like the 
troubled Seg, while they are revenge: of the in- 
Jury + our Ss here doth abnndancly condemmne and give rules _ 
the Pk com-yerſe 43- to the end of the C - Abriefe expoſi- 
1 tion whereof ſhall ſerve both for the proſecution the point, and intro- 
np to the Texr. Inthe 43. verſe our Saviour-ſayes , That you bave 
thet it havh been ſaid, Thou ol love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy : 
our Saviour does nat ſay that ever it was: ſaid ſo for there is nor any 
place in S.ripgure where wee are commanded ro kate our enemy 3 and 
there-e. three things wherein their glofſe is fanicy.. - 
Te Me ee that they reſtraige the ward Neighbour, to one of their own 
Buoy or Myc which our Saviour folly confutes i in zhe tenth of Luke 
in the pgrab ble of the good Samprian. 


F ly, they leave ins he bal thy ſelfe. 
in, thay. ſhalt hate thine eneny. 5 . whereas there is no- 
þ EL ovE | KN? Exodus the 23. | 
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him. And whereas ſome ſay it was to be meant of an {fraehite, if he bear. 
enemy,bur not of thoſe of other Nations,bur that they might hate thei ;. 


rhe contrary is evident, Dent, Io, ver« Ig. Love yee therefore the ſtrangers, 


hl 


for yee were ſirangers in the land of 


Eeyps. | 
Uſe. The uſe of this is, That everyone ſhauld read the Word of God,. 


ſor if he onely heares the Word and ſtarches nor the Scripture, he ſhall 
heare that many things are ſaid in the Word God, which are-no wheie 

' thexe.to be found; bur divers times the deane cgntrary. T- 
Argu: So the fiſt argument againſt revenge is thatfrom the*4/pba and 
beginning of Geneſis, roche Omegz and Amen of the Revelations; there is 
not one ſyNlable to warrant vs if ſuch praiſes, bor they are diamerrical- 


ly oppoſite to the dodtrine of the Goſpel;as you have ic in the next verſe; - 


But I ſay wnto you, as if Chriſt ſhould ſay , whatſoever thoughts your 


own curruption ſuggeſts unto yor, or whatſcever men ſhall ay unto you. 


ic matters not, they are likely enough to blow.the leaſt ſparke of conren- 
tion iaro a flame, ahey haply will rell you that- if you- beare one injury 
you javite another. 'But 1 ſay unto you [Fue your enemies , befides there is an 


Emphaſis in the words, [I and you 3 for it bath the ſame force ro move' vs to 


love our enemies, Matth. 18. ver. 33, He that hath loved us and gave him- 


ſelfe for us when wee were his enemies, may he not juſtly expe and 


eommand from us that wee ſhould love our enemies, that wee ſhould for- 
give an hundred pence when he commands us fo to doe that hath forgi- 
yen us-ten thouſand talents. Bur co the further expoſicion of the- follow- 
ing words, wee are to love our cnemies,be they never ſo many wee-muſt 
love-them all, and be they never fo much ones enemies, for here: js no li- 
miration put either in reſpe&:oftheir number -or enmiry., or in reſpe&t 
of our love ; it 15 not aid how muct-wee ſhould love.them, ro ſhew that 
wee ſhould love them without meaſure. © | 

Redſ. Now the reaſon why love your enemies is put firſt, is becauſe that 
this muſt have an-influence upon all the reft 5 wee muſt bleffſe them thax 


curſe vs, doe gaod to'them that hate vs; upon this very-ground; and from - 


this principle, becauſe wee love them. 

Buc if our eaemies curſe-us, then wee are not to content our ſelves 
with a bare inward love tothem, but wee.muſt ſhew our love by our ouc> 
ward expreſſions z and as our enemies encreaſe in the manifeſtat;ons- of 
their enmity, ſo wee muſt encreaſe in the manifeſtations of ourlove, and 
wee muſt not onely not curſe againe, ' or be filent, and-neither blefſe nor 


curſe, bur wee: muſt blefle. them that curſe us, nor is it ſee downe how 


mychs how often, nor when wee muſt blefſe, that wee might put'no li- 
mits to our bleffing in any of theſe reſpetts : and as before it is obſerved 


concerning our enemies, be they never fo many, and never ſo much our- 


enemies, you ought to love them ; for the ſame- obſervations may runne 
thorough all the reſtiof the branches of this Procepe , nor doth our Savi- 
. car wiſh us to reprove thoſe that curſe us, bur to blefſe them. 
Firſt, Becauſe xeproofes at ſuch a time are very unſeafonable ; for 
.doubtlefſe there'is a time to reprove. * Ns 40 | 


Secondly, , 


———Eog. Ae" 


A Direfary to Chriſtian. PerfeBion. 3 


—— us, are a kinde of revenge taken of them , eſpecially, 
before others, for wee lay open their ſhame. 

- Thirdly, Becauſe this is the mildeſt , the ſecreteſt, and lovingeſt way 
of reproote 3 for I remember.the rule is given that one ſhould nor, if one 
Heares one ſpeake a word of Latine wrong, cell him thathe. pronounces 
it not as it ſhould be pronounced, much leffe to cell him that he is an 


ondly , Generally becauſe reprovfes art ſuch times when people are 
al it ir be. 


- Ignorantman, bur ſpeedily to take ſome occafion to ſpeake that word 


right; ſo here,if thine enemy ſpeake falſe Chriſtian language, thy mildeſt 
way to | be im his errour, is by ſpeaking-rhoſe words right which he 
hath ſpoke wrong 5 for by thy bleffing him thou doeſt in a milde man- 
ner ſhew that he ſhould have bleſſed thee. 5 


" The pext branch is, that wee ſhould doe good to them that hate us, many 


are willipg to give good words, bur they will not doe any good deeds to 
their enemies, they. will ſerve God of that which eoft them noughr 3 bur 


in the Qriginall ic.js not doe good to them chat hate you,bur doe well 3 ro 


ſhew us thac if wee doe our enemy good, yet if wee doe it in a churliſh 
and ſcornfull manner, wee doe nor obſerve this corrmandement :_ Burt if 
thine enemy ſhall have blocked up this way , becauſe be ſcornes to re- 
ceive, of by reaſon of his perſecution, hath diſabled thee to beſtow any 
temporall courtefie vpou him, then take another way , and doe him thar 
ccurteſfie which he cannot rejet ; for rhough one cannot give a man mo- 
ney who will not receive ir, yet one may pray, and ones prayers may be 


powerfnll to doe our enemies good whether they will or no, ſo thac thou - 
canſt never be fo impoveriſhr by perſecution, buc thon art worth a pray» | 


er 3 nor thine enemy can-hardly be ſoobſtinate , bur thy prayers may fa- 
ſten bleflings on him, doe thine enemy.as much-good as thou canſt, and 
what thou canſt not doe, defire God to doe for him. Ir follows, that yee 
may be the Children of your Father. 

Firſt it is-nort meant as if wee could love our enemies before wee-were 
Gods children , or that this is the way to get adoption or regeneration, 


for he calls God their Father when he wiſhes them to dae thus that they 


may be kis children therefore the meaning may be thus : Firſt, that yon 
may be, id eſt, that you may be knowne to be both ro your ſelves and 
others ; as-it is ſaid, Wee are juſtified by works, id eff, our juſtification is 
knowne to our ſelves and others by workes z or ſo that you may be chil- 


_ dren, is meant, that fince two wayes wee are the children of God by 
. adoption and ſandification zin reſpeR of ſanRification wee may have the - 


image of God renewed more and more in us, and fo in a qualified ſenſe 


' may be ſaid more to be Gods children , and in that ſenſe wee may atraire. 
' to be more the children of God, id eft, more like him. 
Secondly, None can be the children of God unleffe they -love their - 


enemies. 
Thirdly , That every one ſhould ftrive both to be and to know him- 


_ felfe to be the childe of God. 


Fonrthly, That no man by nature is the childe of God, fince roman 


by. 


4 Oo Direfleyy to Chriſtian Perfeion. 


| by natyre ean or does fove his enemy, «5 it follows, which is in Heaven, 
Firſt, Wee can never love our enemies fo long as wee 2re no mere. 
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then the children of our earthly father. 

Secondly, That it is an heavenly thing to love ones enemies , and 
therefore ex didmetro an helliſh thing to hate ones friends, and cherefore 
ro hate Gods people. . | : 

Fiſt, Becauſe they are oor friends. 

Secondly , They are heavenly. 6 

Thirdly , This is the firſt Motive to perſwade to love, &c.” And s it 
followes 3 For he-makes his Sunne to ariſe. vol3, fb | 

Firſt , This is thar ſecond Morive to the dury, j4 eff, Gpds Examples 
and it ſtands thus ; If God who is greater then you does beftow greater 
blefſings'vpon thoſe that are greater enemies, and between whom and 
him there is a greater diſtance, how much-more ſhould you love, Sc? = 

Secondly , The Sunne doth nor ariſe of it ſelfes. that kn not what 
it does; nor is it of neceffitie that the Sunne ſhould ariſe; of necefficie;ir ig 
Mm reſpe& of the Sunne, not in reſpe& of God, for he wakes it to ariſe, 
ſo that the Sunne cannot chooſe bur ariſe, but God might chooſe whe- 
ther he would make it ariſe: 4 

Thirdly , Theſe common bleffings come nor by chance as well as not 
by neceffi:ie, it is by Gods providence that wee enjoy them. | 

Fourthly , It ſhews the continuall concurrence and power of God 
with naturall cauſes, it is not like a Clocke which when it is once 
wound yp will goe of it ſelfe by the weight, bur as a pen that wrires nor 
without the continua!l guidance bf the Wrirer 3 ſo God did not at the 
firſt crea'e the World, Sunne, &c. and fo without his a@tual} concur- 
rence to every particular a& enable” them to doe ir, fo that che Sunne 
did not arife at the firſt moment of its creation more immediately by the 
power and providence of God, then it 'dees now, this advances Gods 
goodnefle ; for as one that hath ſerled maintenance upon an Hoſpirall 
for the poore, it argnes not fo mnch patience in him, to ſuffer the men 


there if they atuſe him to receive their ſetſed ſtipend, as it does for him - 


dajly to feed them with his own hand,and to put mbney into one of their 
hands, white the other is lifted up againſt him. #: 

Fifthly , Or may not, he make it, be taken in this ſenſe ? that all the 
creatures of God are enemies to the wicked 3 the earth will not beare 
them, but open her mouth'and ſwallow them, the fire will nor warme 
them, bat conſume them, the Sunne will not pive light unto them, as ic 
did onee in- Egypt, while they had s js Gofhen, but God, as it were, 
renuente ſole, doth make it ariſe vpap the good and the bad; ir ſhews the 
great power of Gnd, that nat onely the things on earth, burall the crea- 
tures. in heaven and ezrth obey him , he thar can wake the Sonne ariſe, 
what can he not doe. Neh. 9. 6+ As it follows 3 His Sunne 40 ariſe. 

Firſt, A fortiori, it is a Motive to us to doe good ro our enemies. 


Redſ. Firſt, Becauſe that which wee give or beſtow an thery in reſpe&t 
of God, 


wee have no right to, wee are but his Stewards, and what have 
| wee 


« 


; . . *,73 * . . 
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wee that wee have not received ; wee have the pofieſſion of. all thoſe - 
things wee have, hut xot the diſpobing of them : in r of the poore 
to give them almes. is charity, in reſpeR of God it js juſtice. Bur you ſee 
here the Suge is called his Synne, hejhach a full title roit 3 if he there- 
fore gives that which is his own, and is Lord of , much more ſhould wee 
deliver that, of which wee are onely Stewards, when he that is the Lord - 
commands us. . | wa 4 
Secondly , Confider what he gives 3 it is his Sunne the greateſt of all 
temporall blefſiags in the world, for wee might longer Jive without food 
or rayment, then wthourt the benefit of the Sunne 3 for without his heat 


all chings would immediztely feeze to-death 7 nay, not onely. by giving 


the wicked the benefit.of the Sunne , they enjoy that heat which is ne- 
ceflary for life, but they enjoy the light of the Sunne, which is a thing of 
ornament and pleaſure, to make their life comfortable, Eccle. 11. 7. 
Therefore if God giyes the wicked things of ornament , much more give 
your enemy'bread, Rom. 12+ 20. No man not onely cannot, but duth nor 
offer to lay claime to the Sunne 3 and as it follows,on the good and the bad « 
ſome will ſay, how can it be otherwiſe, for if the Sanne ſhines bpon the 
good, how can it-burt ſhine upon the bad alſo, fiace they ace in one King- 
ome, in.one Towne,in one houſe ? but God is nor neceſſitated to beſtow 
this mercy upon the bad, though he beſtowes it upon the goods For de 
fa#o God did make it darke in Egypt when it was light for three dayes in 
Goſhen, though chey were of the ſame Kingdome 3 the cloud gave liphr 
to the Iſraelites in their March, apd at the ſame time was darkneffe tothe 
zans, Exod. 14+ 19, 20- Befides, God can ſtrike all wicked men with 


blindnefle, fo that the Sunne ſhall be in reſpe& of his light, as if it was 


not to them, and he might ſtrike them with ſuch a burning feaver as he 
threatens, Dent. 28, 22. that for its heat the Sunne ſhould he worſe to- 
ems Few if it was [pe Nu tes age {bi wr to the Lord. 
condly, ' Wee ſee that by commen and temporall blefliags, the : 
are nor diſtinguiſhed from the bad.'; ,;. , ; wr good 
Thirdly, It followes that wicked and uyjuſt men are Gods enemies, 
and curſe God, hate God, perſecute God, and deſpitefully uſe him; oc 
elſe it wonld not fol'ow from this example of Gods dealing with wicked 
men that wee ſhould love our enemies, &c. ,For one might ſay,it is rrve, 
God makes his Sanne to ſhine vpon the bad and unjuſt , . but though jn= 


deed they. be Gods enemies, yet they doe not hate him, cnrſe, $c. 28 


mine doe me. | | 

Thirdly » That God may be ſaid to blefie , and doe good to thoſe that 
are bad and urjaſt, Deut. 10.17. A#s5.14. 19. And as it followes; He- 
endeth raine. | ? 

Firft,, . God beftowes not one but many bleſſings ppon the wicked, 
he doth not onely make the Snane. to ariſe, but ſends alſo the raineupor? 
them 3 may by beſtowing this ſecond bleſlipg, he takes off that inconveni- 
ence which otherwiſe wopld follow upon the epjoyment of the fift, -nay- 
they doc helpe mutually once. avether 5 fer the: raine  covles mg” 


- 
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-the Sunne, and the Sunne warmes the coolenefle of the raine,-and both. 


together wake the earth fruitfull : from/hence wee may learne. 
Firſt, Taidoe great' and many benefits -to our enemies. NS > 
.Secondly , Not co doe them ſachcourtefies that wee know will' bting 


- 


miſchiefes uponthem, and to doe them good in one thing, on purpoſe to 


doe them hurt in another. | | | 

Thirdly , Wee ſhould doe good to thoſe that doe not onely rhanke vs 
for courtefies, bart artribute it ro others, for God does fo, he makes his 
Sanne'to ſhine; and his raine to fall; not onely upon thoſe that are ſo bad 
as not to be thankful for them, bur are ſo exceeding unjuſt as not to/ac- 


count God the Author of them. The obſervations concerning Gods - 


making the Sunne to ariſe, $c. Mutatis mutandis, may agree to this latter 


part of the verſe 3 this may alſo be obſerved, that God doth: not onely ' 


give temporall bleſſings ts thoſe that aske and come for them, but he 
ſends his mercies home to their very doores; for the clonds -that ariſe 
from the Sea, or other places, *he cauſes his winds to carry then ts their 
habitations. Befides; this may beobſerved, that one reaſon why our Sa- 
viour inſtances in theſe bleſſings rather then in others, may be, not onely 
the reaſons before, but this alto, that wee naighr never want a Motive to 
our doing good to our enemies 3 for whether it raines,or ſhines;wee have 
either the inſtance of Gods Making his Sunne to ſhine , or his raine to 
falt upon wicked men 3 as it followes, upon the juſt and unjuſt. = 
27 Firſt, It is nor ſet downe here as contradiſticguiſhed, as if there were 
ſome bad that were not unjuſt, and ſome unjuſt that were nor bad, nor is 


ir meant God inakes his Sunne to ariſe on the bad,and ſends his raine vp- 
on the jo, beſte me kinde of theſe blefliags opon ſome wicked, 


and the other kinde'tpon other wicked meny bur he beſtowes'both upon 
all ; a« before it is not meant wee ſhould love our enemies, but not Jove 
thoſe that ecnyſe us, or blefſe thoſe that curſed us, bur vor blefſe thoſe that 
hare ns; but as when God commands us -to blefſe'them that curſe us, 


and does not ſay, doe good to them that cutſe'yon , it is becauſe bleffing* 


is direRly oppoſed to curſing ; and (o it is more likely-to' make' him chat 
curſes ſee his errour , becauſe contraries being placed one by another, 
make each other more apparent, as it'is before ſhewer), and as it fol- 
lowes 3 for if yee love them that love you : The former argument was from 
the example of Allmighty God; whom #}' confeſſe in-att things* to doe 
well zther&hetbrings an argument fronrthem{whom all Zondemrie,* and 
the argument ſtands thus z you all defire and expe ro be rewarded for 
your workes, but.none of yob thinke that the Publicanes ſhall have any 
reward, therefore neither you, if you love them-thar onely love you , for 
ſo doe they. R Mb? 647605 
.. Secondly , It is 'good to make uſe- of that evill- opi 
ethers, as a Motive-to our ſelves tobe better. oe EG 
Thirdly , That the wickedeft man may have ſomitthing good in him; 
but nothing perfe&, and as it followes , What reward have ee ? 'Chriff 
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doth not-ſe ir downe poſitively; that they have no rewird, but by ME 
wy | [s 


were not dble to behold his glory, thet underſtanding would be dazled 
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bf Queſtion ro ſhew them. that. it is not onely-his judgement, but their 


owne, forhe appeales to-their owne conſciences, and ir ſhewes the mani- 


feſtrifie.of therurh, fince ſeife-love doth: caſt ſuch a miſt before our eyes 
nate 5p ee-ar© 10 judge of chings concerning our ſelyes, thar' except the 
truth doth ſhine very bright wee cannot dir 3 it is not ſajd,, what 
great reward, but what reward, to ſhew them that they ſhould be (o farce 
from expeRting everlaſting. life ,, that they cannor expedt any reward 
Thirdly., ;It'is.not ſaid, what reward ſhall yee have, bur what have yee 
to ſhew-:that they-are not to expect, ſo. muck as a.temporall reward. for. 
loving rheir friends. | "_ Sd 
.Fourthly , 'They have temporall bleſſings as: Motives to obedience, 
but none by way of reward for obedience 3 for it is not ſaid , whiat bleſ- 
ſiogs,but what reward have-you 3 for if one ſay of your righteouſneſſe you 


" doe, doe not the Publicans the ſame? one may ſay of. your bleſſings, have 


nor the Publicans the ſame? Doe nor even the Pablicans the ſame? The 
Publicans were ſuch as uſed to receive cuſtome, tribute-money, and other 
raxes, and were men: very-odious:to.che Jewes , both for their injuſtice 
and opprefſion of them, and they were generally-Heathens, becauſe the 
Jewes did abhorre to have any hand in the oppreſſing of their owne Na- 
tion 3 nay, our Saviour joynes them with Harlots, Sinners, Hearhens 3 and 
if you ſaluce your brethren onely,. the word tranflaced ſalute, ſignifies to 
kilſe and embrace 3 and our Saviour doth. fignific by it all -ootward ex- 
prefſions' of lave. 73 51 S-T4e | 'F: Z 

>, Secondly, By Brethren .is meant our neare kindred and acquaintance. 

Thirdly , This word onely is to be referred as well. to the former verſe 
as to this;-and the obſervations mutatis mutandis upon that, may be ap- 
plyed to this. ; we. 

In the handling of theſe wards, Lſhall ſhew theſe things. 
| Field, How wee muſt be perfect as our Father, which is in Heaven is 
perfect; 19345 1 COTM MOIES PITTS: 
v Fewadly , In the preſſing of Chriftian-perfeRionh, three things I ſhall 
ſet downe. Firſt , Severall Confidecations. Secondly, Severall Cau- 
tions. 'Thirdly , Severall Rules or Adviſes. 

Before eome'tothe Expoſition of the words, to ſhew how wee muſt 
be perfe& az our Father which is in Heaven. is perſe& ,. 1 muſt remove an 
Objection thar quarrells againk the perfeFtion of this rule of peifeRion 3. 
viz, Firſt, That this rule is tco high ; Secondly,Ic is dangerous : Thirdly, 
That it is imperfeR and tooſhort. + | "—"y 

Firſt , Ic.is too high, for what man or Angel is able to be as perfe& as 
God, it is not, compatible to any created nature » for rhat- being finite 
cannot poſſibly be capable of infinite perfettion , for his. glorious Name 
is 'exa!ted above all bleſſing ard;praiſe, Neh. g.5- , And the Lord is faine” 

,to dwell in'thicke darkneffe, and thereby dach, connivere radios ſus gloria, 
andthe/Angells alſo doe cover their faces with their-wings,. 6r.elſe they, 


if 
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if therefore they are not able to behold his glory in irs full 'ſtrength and 


vigour, how much leffe are they able to atraine it * how much lefle able 
are wee that are finfu}l'duft and aſhes, who are" nor able t&:behold (that 
whicttis darknefſe in comparifon-of' God ) the Sane ; to be-perfeR as 
God's perfeft? | © OE 25 Touranrr 199mg 4 oge ark cho, £4 
Firſt, I anfwer, That wee are here commanded to/ attaine the fame 
kinde, not the ſame degrees of perfeRtion:-it is not beas perfeRt as your 
Father, bur be perfe& as your. Father ; wee are to goe in the ſame ſteps, 


thongh not «quis paſſib»s, his example is the,coppy wee ſhould weire by, - 


rhough it be impoſſible to write fo curious an hand -yer wee may write 
the ſame words, &c. _ | | et 9:17:20) 

© Secondly, lr is an advantage-to have ſo perfeR a copy fer ys, though 
wee Cannot attaine ir, for who is there rhat learnes to wrice, that blames 
the exaneſle of the copy he writes by ? And he that raketh aime and 


ſhooteth at the higheſt point or zenith of the Heaven, will ſhoote higher | 


ml the ſame ſtrength then he thatſhoors at alevell, or any other point 
beſides. Ga et STI 1 E427 349 | 
Thirdly, 'Tt addes to the holinefſe of any aQtion that wee defire in that 
aQion to be like to God, ard vpon that ground to defire'tobe holy be- 
cauſe God is holy.  ' 53 
Secondly , You may ſay, it is a dangerous, rule, for wee may not ſtrive 
to be like unto God in many things, wee may nor defire our own -plory 
a5 he doth ; Adam defiring tobe like him}, it was his finne and his fall; 
I anſwer to that, that there ave two kinds of perfe&tions' in God commu» 
nicable and incomthtificable, fnchmmunicable are'catied rhoſe,not which 
the creature cannor hive » bur which the creature 'ovght not to have, 
as to doe all things for its 'own glory '3 for acreature may doe all things 
for its own glory, bur it ought not ſo to doe, not onely becauſe it is fally 
in the creatpre to doe fo, for glory is a thing of ornament; wnd'man is a 
poore creature that wants 'things neceſſary , -md-i was folly'for'mah to 
buy Jewells to adorne him, while he was ready to ſtarve for want of gar- 
ments to cloath him'; butt is becauſe it is incommiunnieable-ro the-ctea- 
ture, that is,God and the creature cannor doe things for'their owne glory 
without thwarting ane anather, for if man doe things for his owne glory, 
then it muſt needs follow thar he doth ir- nor for the glory of God, and 
ſo thwarts the end'that God propeſerh ro himſelfe,” andito/all creatures, 
viz. his own glory : fo that here when cur Sxviour-commands vs to be 
perfe& as he is perfeR, it is meant that wee ſhonJd'endeavour to attaine 
thoſe perfe&ions which oor having doth not hinder his having of them, 
as holinefſe, patience, wiſdome, 8c. for-our holineſſe be it never ſo great 
makes not God lefſe holy , but the more wee ſeeke our own glory, the 
more wee rob God of his. | | ot = 
Secondly , I anſwer, 'that all theſe kinds of perfetions which are-in- 
communicable, are rather reſulttancies and -conſequences of perfetion, 
then petfe&ions , for it is more proper te ſay, that becauſe God is"infi- 
nitely perfe&,therefote aff the heaven and earth ſhould praiſe him 3 = 
: * TO 
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to. ſay becauſe heaven and earth doth praiſe him, cherefore he is' infi- 
nitely perfe& 3 for the praiſes which are given unto him are not the caus 
ſos of is perfeQion, bur. his infinice perfeions are the cauſes of his 


Thirdly , 1t may bebjeRed, that iris an imperfeR tule,for it feemes 
to come ſhort. 21 vie. h 9; 125 $3615 
Firſt, Inreſpe& of opr relations, as of husband, wife, childe, ſubje&, 
how can wee have an example of God in theſe particulars, fince he is nor 
capable of theſe relations ? 
®Secondly , In reſpet of daties, we are to pray, to worſhip, to heare 
the Word. 
Thirdly , In reſpe& of graces, repentance, faith, hope, patience in 
affligions z all theſe are below him. 
I anſwer 3 Firſt, That chough wee have nor an examp'e of any of 
theſe, from God confidered in himfelfe , yet wee have of moſt of theſe 


' from Chriſt who was God as well as Man, for wee have an eximp'e, how 


ro carry our ſelves in afflitions, of obedience both 10 God and man, 
and thoſe relations which or Saviour left us no example of in a rempo- 
rall way, yet in a myſticall way he hath, though he was nor a Magiſtrace, 
nor an husband in a temporall way, yet in a Myſti all way he is both Lord 
and husband to the Church. \ : 

Laſtly , Thoſe graces which ſuppoſe finne as repentance doth, yet our 
Saviour hath left us an example of thoſe graces , which if wee obtaine 
they will certainly produce repentance in us, and enable to carry our 
ſelves in all duties and in all our relations as becomerh Chriſtians, fo that 


_ as one thac ſhould rezch ns to write, and ſer ns exa& Copies, wee ſhonld 


nor quarrell with him and ſay , that he hath been a defe&ive Schoole- 
Maſter, becauſe that ſome of thoſe words that afterwards wee have occa- 
fion to write, were never in thoſe Copies that he ſer us 3 ſufficient ic is for 
him to vindicate himſelfe and fay,thac I have taugh: you all thoſe Lerters, 
and all thoſe ſeverall joynings , which will ſpell and make up that word 
that you are to write whatſoever it be ; ſo Chriſt hath lefr us. an example 
of thoſe graces, which are able co ſpell and make up any duty, or grace 
wee ſtand in need of, there are the ingredients, of which all compofirions 
may be made up, if wee follow Chriſt in our love to God , and our hatred 
to ſinne, our godly ſorrow for finne will neceffarily follow , and be made 
up of theſe two ingredients, though Chrift fur his part had never any 
occafion to uſe ſuch a compoſition for himfelfe, having never need of that 
Phyficke, and ſo I come, the objefticn being removed, to the proſecuting 
cf the point, to ſhew how wee ſhould be perfeR as our Father which is in 
heaven is perfet- 

Firſt, In reſpe& of the kinds of perfetions, they muſt be ſpiritoall and 
divine : carnal, corporall,or civill or morall perfe&ions are roo low for a 
Chriſtian to looke at, eſpecially ro make ir his bufinefſe, or the marke he 
ſhoots at: morall vertues were the higheſt perfeRions of the Heathens, 
but alas morall vertues transforme us a , they change not our — 
| 1 2 ut 
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but onely gild our rottennefſe 3 though one be never ſo good a natured' 
' man, as they call ir, if one has nor the divine nature, one is bur a tame 
Devill, for one i&his childe 5 if ones nature be not ſanRified, and-our per- 
ſon juſtified, and ſo become the childe of God by regeneration and adop- 
tion, and the moſt excellenteſt at that is meerdy morally vertuous is 
finne, ard cannot pleaſe God : ler me give a Simile to make this evi- 
dent ; A great Emperour commands his Emprefſe to come to him, as 
Ahaſuerus did Queene Vaſthi 3. his commands nor prevailing, he entreats 
her, after that ſends his Lecrers full of love and importuniry, ſends Em- 
bafladors afcer Embaſiadors, and leaſt thoſe ſhould fayle, ſends her many 
gifrs very rich and mapnificent, and thus he continues weeke , moneth, 
yeare afrer yeare , yer ſhee utterly refuſes ; but after her rejeRing and 
ſ1;ghring all cheſe wayes of love from the Emperour her husband, there 
comes a baſe flave, from whoſe company her husband had eſpecially fore- 
warn'd her, becauſe ſhee had formerly commitred folly with: him, and 
diſhonoured both ker ſelfe. and the-Emperour 3 this adulterer and tray- 
cor ſpeaks but halfe a word ro her.to goe, and ſhee preſently without de- 


lay and with joy goes, when: ſhee perceives it would pleaſe the ſlave :- 


Whar doe you thinke now, doe you thinke the Emperour will be pleaſed 
with her comming upon thoſe termes? this is the caſe of all men thar are 
no more then morally vertuous, God perſwades us to be juſt , and to de- 
fraud no man, he entreats us, ſends the Embaſſadors rhe Miniſters unto 
us, Biveth us mercy upon mercy , ſends us his Word , his Epiſtles from 


* Heaven, line upon jineto perſwade vs to doe juſtice, or ro be temperate, . 


not we, for his ſake we will doe nothing 2 the world comes , the world 
which is a flave to Saran, for he is a Prince-and Ruler of the darkneffe of 
this world, the world with which wee have commirred ſo often ſpirituall 
whoredome, and againft which God hath fo often and feriouſly forewarn- 
- ed us, now onely upon a ſuppoſition that we ſhould pleaſe the world if we 
are juſt or temperate 3 we will be inremperately temperate, if I may fo 
ſay» even to macerate our bodies with faſting, for a good looke of the 
world, wee doe indeed in being temperate or juft, doe that which God 
commands, but farre are wee from pleafing him, confidering the grounds 
from which we doe it, for can he be pleaſed that we ſhould doe-more for 
a good looke of the world, chen we would for all the wayes of love that 
he tooke with us, nay indeed never to doe any one ation for his ſake, 
nay but before his face at the fame time when we refuſe all his entreaties, 
Kc. to doe itat the firſt word of the world, therefore morall vertues, con- 
tidering the ground upon which they were done are finnes before God, 
therefore let us learne not to be vertuous as Philoſophers were vertuou 
bot holy as God is holy. 
Secondly , The perfeRions of God are infinite, ſo muſt ours as farre 
as it is poſſible for creatures to attaine, our defires of holinefſe muſt be 
without limits, we muſt not ſer Hounds to our holinetle, ſaying, hitherto 
ſhalt thou goe and no further, but we muſt alwayes hunger and thirſt af- 
ter righteouſneſſe. : 


Thirdly» 


us apt A GEN NED, >. 
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Thirdly, God hath all perfe&ions , or rather is all perfetions : fo 
we muſt adde to our faith vertue, to vertue knowledge, to knowledge 
temperance, 8&c. We muſt receive from Cſtriſt grace for grace, as a childe 
receives from the father limbe from limbe , parr for part, the fame parts 
that the fathers body hath, the childs hath alſo, the ſame-+for number, 
figure and. poſicion,though neither for ſtrength, ncr bignefſe : and as God 
is the a& of all poſſible abſolore perfe&ions, either in degree or in kinde, 
-{o wee ſhould endeavour to have thoſe perfetions rhar a creature of that 
kinde is capable of- 

Fourthly , As the perſettions of God are both inſeparable from God 
and from themſelves,ſo ſhould ours be alſo 3 our wifedome muſt be holy, 
our holinefſe innocent, our wiſedome zealous,and our zeale wiſe ; for we 
muſt rot conceive that ſome of Gods ations are holy,others wiſe, bur all 
are all, his wiſdome is holy, juſt, and good 3 his juſtice, holy, good and 
wiſe, and every attribute is as inſeparably nnired ro all che reſt of his at» 
tributes , as any of them are to his Efſence ; as if there were an hundred 
Sunnes ſhining at once in the Firmament, one could not fay that one of 
theſe Sunnes ſhined in this part of the ayre, and another in that, but the 
light of every one of them would be in every point of the ayreznor could 
you poſſibly rake away the light of one of the Sunnes , and leave the reſt, 
unlefſe you could take away the Sunne it felfe : ſo it is in Gods perfe&i- 
on, but thy glorious Name is exalted above all knowledge, above.all bleſ- 
fing, and above all praiſe. 


Many, men will be zealous,but without knowledge;others will be wile, 
but without zeale, and ſo their wiſedomes come ro be no better then. 


carnall, ſenſuall, aad devilliſh : rhe former zeale was that zeale of- the 
Jewes, Rom. 10. 2. The other wiſedome was the wiſedome of Pilate ; 

toth of them crucitied Chriſt. | 
Laſtly , For I doe nor intend to be large in theſe parallels, but make 
haſt co prefle the great poinr of Chriſtian perfe&ion z wee muſt be per- 
fe& as our Father which is in heaven is perfe@t , notwithſtanding all hin- 
derances or provocations to the contraiy 3, though God by tis wiſedome 
governes and orders all things, not a ſpice of grafſe, or blade of wheat 
growes but by him, 1 Cor. 15. 38. Nor a ſparrow falls on the-ground, 
nor an haire from our head , bur by his providence, not a Lilly is cloathed 
in the feild, nor a fowle in the ayre is fed but by him, yet notwithſtand- 
ing ſach an innumerable number of creatures, are borh in-reſpe& of their 
eflence and operations, nay even in reſpe& of rhe ſmalleſt circumſtances 
of either, are ated, governed, and ordered continually by his providence 
yet he doth no lefſe know, love, and enjoy himſelfe, then he did from all 
eternity, before there was any creature for his providence to watch over-: 
ſo ſhould wee doe, wee ſhould nor have our thoughts lefle fixed on God, 
orour love lefſe fervent 3 our communion with God ſhould be neither 
remicted or intermitred by the imployments in the,world ; Mathers that 
have their little Children to looke to, ſhould be like thee Angells which 
all wayes behold the face of our Father which is in Heaven, Mat, 18. a I, 
| ut 
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"I 2 A DtreRory' to Chrifhian' PerfeBion,- 
But I come ( as I promiſed *) to the grear bufineſle of this Treatiſe, viz. 
The preffing of Chriſtian perfeRion, which is almoſt forgotten, and no- 
thing left of ic bur the forme of godlinefſe 3- and 1 ſhall referce the who!e 
Diſcavrſe to theſe three heads. 

Firſt, Severall Conſiderations. 

Secondly , Severa!l Cautions. 

Thirdly , Severall Advifes. 

Confiderations. 

1. Confi. Let us confider what the word of God ſpeaks jn this 
matter, © Cor, To. 31. Whether yee eate or drinke , or whatſoever yee doe, doe 
all to. the glory of God : doe wee live up to the meaning of theſe words ? ler 
us conſider a lictle of ir, and ſee the meaning of the words. 

Firſt, Weeare toglorifie God in all our ations, that is, wee ought jn 
the ſecret of our hearts to admire and adore him, to have high thoughts 
af him; and ſweet thoughts of him, -and to exprefſe ir tully, wee ovghc to 
honour him 2s Goa, Rom. 1. Which he blaires the Gentiles for nor do- 
ing, That knowing him as God, did not bonour hin as God : to honour him but 
as wee would honour the holieft man in the world, nay the higheſt Angel 
- in Heaven is nothing, and as great derogation to his glory, as to give h's 
glory to them ; for to give the honour due unto God ro a creature, and 
to give that is due unto a creature unto God, are equally vitions : bur fer 
us deale freely and openly with our owne ſoules, doe wee doe fo much as 
that which if we did no more wee were guilty of that great finne cf the 
Heathens, which the Apoſtle in the forenamed place doth condemne, 
doe we honour God as much as we doe honour an Angel,or an holy man ? 
let us bur aske our owne conſiences, and they-will tell vs. Would wee 
doe that'in the preſence of either of them as wee doe in the preſence of 
God ; nay of a childe that is come to that underſtanding to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween good and evill. | 

Secondly , By theſe words wee are enjoyned that our words, aRjons, 
geſtures , and all oor carriages ſhould be ſuch, as may be ſuirable and fic 
to raiſe up thoſe high thovghrs of God in others as wee our ſelyes have 3 
for inſtance 3 in prayer,we ought.not onely, our ſelves to admire and adore 
our good ard g!orious God, 'but fo to lift him up and hoid forth his ex- 
cellencies ky our very exprefſi>ns, pronunciations and geſtures, that they 
may be ſech as may be ſnitable ro our inward admirings of him : bur fic 
to beget the ſame thoughts in all that heare vs 3 our loves ſhould be like a 
flame that takes hold of all that comes neere ir. . 

Third!y,; Wee ſhould, as mach as in vs lies, doe alt our ations, and 
ſpexke all onf words with an aQuall intention by them to edifie others, 
and to cavfe them to glorifie the Lurd, Now how farre wee come ſhort 
of this, wee may even be confonnded with ſhame to ſpeake of it: The (e- 
cond place that ſers downe Chriſtian perfeQtion, Phil. 3. 20. Wee ſhould 
have our converſation in Hedven 3 wee ſhould thinke with our ſelves how we 
ſhould live when we come thither,or how thoſe live thar are there,or one 
.would live that ſhould come from thence to live on earth againg how 

feelingly 
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feelingly would they ſpeake of God ?, how fervently would they /prai 
him? h A weuld their ſongs of praiſe be al} flames of love ?. how hin hes 
continually raken up with thoughts of :admication of the 'ex-ellepcics of 
God,of the love of God 3 let us natdall y with Qtr ſelves or God, buc-con+ 
fider with'our ſelves whether we live in any meaſyce ſorable to wcha life, ; 
But to proceed, let us confider anorher place, Ephe. 3-19. To ſay of fuch © 
an one, that he is a godly man, the holy Spirit efGod is in him, that he is 
full of the Holy Ghoſt, that he is filled with all the fulnefie of God ; if one 
wentupon fuch relations and expreſſions to ſee him of whom they' were 
ſpoken, doubtleſle one ſhould come with great expectations ro mcet with 
one that was wholly taken up with thoughts of God, and if one ſpake any 
thing to him of God , - doubtlefſe one would expe that he ſhould ſpeake 
wonderft!! things of God, with ſo much admiration, fach Zeale, ſuch love, © 
with ſuch feelings, that his very word would be able to enflame our hearts 
with love of God 5 but if when cne came to fee fuch an one, he ſhonld 
entertaine one with vaine and'idle jefts, with diſcourſes, ofthe world, and 

pend the whole day generally-in recreations,/ and ſometimes han he 

ath nothing ele'to doe goe and ſpend haife. anihoure In ceadings or in 
prayin a. when he comes from thoſe duties; {.Iron wilt be red hotif ir 
be pur'nto the fire for any time )) ſpeake as ſavourly and” with as. much 
delight of the vanities of the world, >as if he had ſpent. his time-1not in 
prayer, but in admiring' and gazing upon thg-beaunty of Cre3tUre, and 
if one ſhould ſpctke 'to him ſomerhing of-Gotl,. he ſhaule: anfwer ove 
overly, would yee not thinke in your own ſaples s' is this thar holy wan 
you ſpoke of ? is he that man that was full of God? Bur to proceed a lit- 
tle further, 2 Cor. 3. 18. the Apoltle ſayes of hiniclfe, and of Chriflians 
in his dayes, that they were transformed into the image of God ; that is, lived 
the life of God, ſuch a life as Chriſt lived when he: was here on earth 3 
nay, the grace of God in'them was in ſuch an bigh degree, that ic might be 
rather calied glory then grace 3 they lived as it they were of the-Ghn 
triumphant, in refpett of holineſle, though'of the Chusch militanc, in re- 
ſpe& of afflitions; their grace was of ſuch an high degree;that it was more 
like glory, as was faid before, thengrace, yet they did not contene them- 
ſelves with that neither , bur-niade a progrefſe from glory to glory: 
Deae Brethren, are our Saviours words but winde, and can wee -1magine 
Far he Ives of thoſe tht take up6n them'the vames of Chriſtians, are 

ny whit ſurable to theſe expreſſions :' mary rimes have i thought af thar 
aying of Eraſmus, That fince men could not bring the world to Chriftia- 
nity, they have brought Chriſtianity to the world , and-thoſe expreſſions 
and precepts, that have been tao firi& co give us liberty to follow.the va- 
nities of the world, wee have: found ont vaine diſtintions and expoſicions 
of the places, fo make them fignifie no more then wee doe z;: andto-quiet 
our conſciences, that they being deceived and laid aſleepe, wemight-nac 
be croubled with their 'elamours. Our Saviour ſays, 'That for every ride 
word wee muſt give an account at the laſt dey, Nar. 123 .g6.; The words Te o 
Plaine that it will acke one a great deale of 1abour to finde: 


14 AA Direfiviy t0.\Chriſtian- Perfettion, 
-poficion as mighr-nor/be a continual accuſer af us.in all companies, in all 
\tifcourſes, our Saviours examples the beſt expoſition; of this precept 3 
we doenorteade in all'rhe Scriprures -one word that he ſpake, bat was. 
fome way- or other'to edification, -aud:yer how loaſe are wee in our dif- 


cou ſes? as if there were'no ſuch place of Scripture inthe whole Bible as 
theſe words ; ſurely oor time would be betrer ſpent in praying.to God 
for ftrength againſt our corruprtions, then in ſtudying co finde our excu- 
ſes and intricate <xpoſitions of plaine places to juſtific chem. But you will 
ſay, thar it is true, theſe are-excellent chings, if,one could live fo, it were 
a blefſed Jife'; bur alas, who can doe it ? __ 75,06 ol Ear 

"1 anſwer; Firſt, if thou ſayft thou canſt nor live thys, 1jaske theehow 
doſt thon know ? didft thou ever try what mizht be dope: in this cafe 2? 
didft thou ever-make ir thy bufinefſe? ir may be thou haſt had ſome'per- 
funory-and carelefle defires, ſome cold prayers. and faint endeavours, 
bur didl{t thou ever ſet thy ſelfe ro i7?didft chon ever ſpend a5 much time, 
fo many-thoughts, with as muchearneſtnfle, rg get acquaintance. with 
God ;/45 men'in'the world doein their trades,to geta liccle thicke clay ; 
diaſt thou ever pray wittrhalfe thar carneſtneſie for grace , . as ambitious, 


men-doe -ſue: for places, and” preferinents', or a condemned man for a - 


pardon? Digſt thou ever ſeriouſly, and from the very bottom of thy hearr 


and ſovte ſay ;well, by the bleſſing of God I will not ſpeake an idle word, = 


nor imploy my ſclte in things thar profic nor : haſt-chou ſaid with David ? 
1 have-ſsorne and I will performe thy. righteous Fudgements, Pla). 119. 106. 
oF-ab inthe 20; or with the: Apoſtle 3:7-fight not as pne beatrng: the ayre, but 1 
prefſe thorough towards the marke, and forget the things that are behinde, (5c- 
So char'if thou ſhalt ſay, chat one cannor live thos, 1 ſay againe there is 
no-queſtion, thou canſt not live holily, doing no more then thou doeſt ; 
neither the word of God,nor any one-that knowes the wayes of God,ever 
ſaidior thought thar thou couldeſi.upon theſe [termes doe any thing to 
parpole inthe attainment of holinelle : far our Saviour. plainly fays ; Wee 
muſt ftrive-to enter in at the ſiraite gate 3 and, that many ſhall ſeeke 10. enter in 
{ with fach a:feeking that comes nor to the height of ſtriving ) and ſhall 
-not be able : if chou ſhouldeſft bid thy ſervant lifr ſuch a peice of rimber, 
and he ſhoold goe- with his little finger. ro lift, it ,, and not being able, 


_ſhould tell chee; that be could nothfc.it 3, ,yovldeſt thou nor thinke that 


. 


he mocked thee/in ſtead of obeying thee ? ſo when we ſhall complains of 
"Religion, that it is too difficule a thing, we eannor atraine it, and; yet we 
will not fo much as tonch it ſcarce with une of our fingers ; may nor God 
Juſtly ſay,that we doe but mocke him ,:and unjuſtly murmur againſt his 
commands, complaining of their difſiculry,when we never tryed, in ufing 
the meanes he hath appointed us, ; what might be done. | 

" Farthermore, Let us confider how. farre many of Gods ſervants, whoſe 
Nories.are recorded in the ſacred Scriptures have. gone in this way of per- 
'fe&ion;:it is ſaid; that Enoch walked with God , 'and that Noah was perfef in 
"his Generations and walked with God. Can-we poſſibly thinke thac theſe Ex- 
-prefliohis5 inaport no more then that ſometimes when they had bittle or 


3 
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nothing elſe to doe, they ſpent their time in prayer and meditation of 
divine marters, or that they did no. niore; then, uſually men doe, in the 
morning ſpend ſeme ſmall rime in preyer ;. aqd then. take their leave of 
God all the day ,' as it were compounding with Gud. for two ,or three 
prayers a day; but doth ic not much rather import a ſweer, conſtint,and 
ſtrict communion with God 3 for doubtlefſe Enoch found ſo much ſweet- 
netſe in his walke with God, that he could not be content wich that com- 
munion that earth could afford him. And . of a!l the Patriarks before the 
Flood, wee reade of none that lived fo few yeares upon earch as Enoch 
did 3 and doubtlelle thoſe yeares which he did live were more tediops to 
him to be'ſo long abſent from the fall fruicion of God, then if he had li- 
ved ren times as long, and had not iali« of theſe joyes, in compariſon 
of which the pleaſures of this wor!d are bar as the gall of Aſpes. What 
thinke we of Abraham, Moſes, David, and Daniel ? with how much / toy 
zeale, meekneffe, holinette, breathn:gsafrer God did they live? Whac 
high expreſſions of joy,love, & heaven!y defires are there in che Pſalmes ? 
What doe we thinke all cheſe holy Examples are fer downe in the Scrip- 
ture to finde us matcer of diſcourſe ? or char the wiſcdome of God fet 
downe an Idza of holinefle , as P/ato hath done of a Common wealth, or 
were they not ſer downe for our imitation ? thouſands of expreſſions a!- 
moſt in the Pſalmes we muſt make ſtravge Hyperboles, ſay they, was buc 
Davids Rhetoricke, or ele wee muſt needs acknowledge thac he was a 
Gyant in comparifon of us in ſpiriceall matters, O what heaveuly ſpiri- 
tuall frame of heart had he ! ſurely his righreouſnelle in refpeR of Chriſt's 
was bur as filthy rags, bur in reſpectof oars a glorious rote :; and now [- 
pray, what reafon is there in the world, why we might nor live as holily 
as they, bur that we take it for granted, we cannot, and fo never ſtrive ; 
"cis rrue, £2 thinke our ſelves holier thea the meanelt Saint, is pride, bBe 
not to ſtrive to be as holy as rhe higheſt Saint is finne : whar meanes ha4 
they to artgine holinefſe that. we have noc 3 they had prayer, medication; 
reading, hearing 3 fo have wezif their Prayers and meditations were more 
fervent, and more heavenly , who muſt we blame , God is:nor a barren 
wildernetie unro us, and his grace is as ſufticient for them ; they had Cirs 
camc:ſion,and the Patleover, the breaſts of the yew Teitamenr are as full 
of prace as choſe cf the old 3 nay doubrleile inrreſpet of Meanes they ace 
farre more abandantly glorions in our dayes then; in theirs, in refpeR of 
knowledge of Jeſni Chriſt, and che myiteries of ſalvarjon. :; may we noe 
fay as 9r Saviour does. .that of all char was borne cf Women, . there was 
none like Fohn the Baptiſt, and yer the leaſt. in the times of the Goipell 
15 or Bay be greater then he: and what enemies or hinderances have we 
thar they had nor? was Satan, the flelh, the world, all or.cither, of theſe 
not their enemies as much as ours? or had they better WEAPONS. Of are 
mour to hghe againſt chem then we hve ? wee have the-armour of Gd, 
they could have no better : if you ſhall ſay,you had a great family to pro- 
vide for, weighty affaires and imploymentrs lay upon you,. 2nd theſeure 


great hinderances : inall theſe they exceeded ihee, and yet they were 
| C Nr HE 
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no hinderances tothem in compariſon of that, generally rkey are to us 3 
Abraham drew three hundred ont of his family ro deliver Lot, befides 
what men, women, and children were left behinde. Job had alſo a great 
family, he was a Jodge, and a Prince, and yer notwithſtanding in all the 
whole world there was none like unto him. bo David had a whole King- 
dome to looke ro, befides continuall warres; and yet how often did he 
pray, every diy 3 how frequent was he in meditation ? without all que- 
fiion did we make it our bufinefe to entrear the Lord for ſtrength and 
grace t5 ſerve him, were we frequent and fervent enough in fuck defires, 
did wee ſecke for wiſedome as for filver, and ſearch for underſtanding as 
for hid treaſures, wee might doe wonders in Religion, in compariſon of 
what we doe. And if you ſhall ſay, that all rheſe you ſpeake of are Pro- 
phets. I anſwer ; what then ? for the gifrs of Prophecy were not gifts of 
ſan&ification, bur of edification , they might have. been as holy, and nor 
have been Prophers,and they m'ght have Propheſied, and yer be workers 
of iniquity. Bat to retorne to what we ſpake, ſurely if men had faith, and 
that wrought by love as it ſhonld doe 3 if wee were as watchfull over our 
wayes as we might be, if we were not wanting to our ſelves, and ro God, 
( for he is not wanting unto ns ) we might live many dayes, withoat do- 
ing of ſpeaking any thing that materially is a finne : I doe affuredly know, 
that no one thought, word, of ation, bur in ſome reſpe or other is fin- 


full, either the ground is not ſpiricuall, or not ſo ſpiritual), the end is not | 


heavenly,or nor fo heavenly, we doe not purely aime at the glory of God, 
nor porely doe ir out of obedience to God,and in the nawe of Chriſt,&c. 
as we ſhould ; therefore I doe not ſay, we can live one minute without 
ſianing againſt God , but one may live many houres and dayes without 
doing fuch aQions which materially and in their own nature are ſinnes : 
as now for thoſe which are accounted grofle finnes in the world, and are 
ſo, as adultery, murder, thefr, blaſphemy, ſwearing ; it may be ſome of 
Gods people live their whole life without afoually commircting any one 
of them. What is meant by that that js ſaid of Zachary and Elizabeth, 
that thzy l;ved blameteſſe, Luk. 1. 6. And what is meant by that of St Paul, 
I Cor. 4- 4- That he knew nothing by himſelfe : well, certainly thoſe that love 
not ro keepe a ſtri& communion with God, and love nor the truth, -may 
finde pts enough to bolſter themſelves up-in their carelefle walke 3 
nay, ter them rake heed, feaſt they fo provoke the Lord, that he ſends 


them ſtrong detufions' to beleive lies. It may be, they will plead the in- 


firmities and falls of the Saints, Noahs drankennefle, Davids adultery, Pe- 
ters deniall, and fo encourage themſelves in their own wickednefle  ſur« - 
ly theſe failings of the Saints are ſet downe as ſands and rocks to avoyd, 
not as our Compaſle whereby we ſhovld ſfeere our courſe : *ris troe, if af» 
rer prayers and ſtrivings againſt thoſe fines, through'the ſtrength of our 
corruprions we fall into ſome finne, we may take comfort from the infir- 
mity and faylings of the Saints : but before ourfall , what uſe have we © 

fach faylings, but onely rocks, as 1 have ſzid, comforts they may be afterf 


bur not enconragements before, otherwiſe our-ſpots are not the {pow _ 
ESE. 2- Confit 


Gods people. 


. 1 
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2. Conſi. The ſecond Confideration is, that no art, ſcience, or trade 
wharſoever, is attained without ſome yeares being prentice or ſtudying 
of it 3 and can we imagine that we can atraine to any meaſure of perfeRi- 
on in Religion, without ſpending either time or thoughes abovt- ic, but 
making it a thing meerely by the by. The onreafonablenefle of this con- 
ceit appeares the more, if we conſider that we have no ſuch impediments 
to hinder us from the attainment of excellencies fn tradeg,arts,and ſcien» 
ces 3 nay thoſe things that are hinderances in the attainment of holinefle, 
doe further us in the attainment of ſuch kinde of excellencies z tobe an 
excellent workman in any trade , or to be an excellent Phyfitian, nei- 
ther the world, nor our corruptions, nor Satan, are againſt it, the world 
generally doth promiſe and employ ſuch perſons 3 when they have an oc- 
cafion to uſe any one of any trade or calling, they uſe the skilfulleſt, and 
ſo they are an encouragement to them : and for our corruptions, they 
doe nor hinder, bur rather further ; for we pride our felves generally in 
ſuch kinde of excellencies 3 and if the world, nor the fleſh be nor, cer- 
tainly Satan is not againſt them neither, but agaioſt holinefſe they are all 
enemies. Now if we ſhould ſee a man rowing, having both winde and-cide 
wich him, and ſhould row with all his might , and yet with much adoe 
come to ſuch a place by night, and the nexc day being to row back againe 
againſt winde and tide,ſhould take no paines at all, bur lie ſlecping in the 
Boat, as if the ſtreame that wat againſt him, ſhonld carry him backe of ir 
ſelfe : when men ſhall ſpend ſo mach paiues, ſo many thoughts roger an 
eſtate 3 ard in things concerning. God and eternity, ſhould carry :them- 
ſelves as if they were either not worth having,or as if holinefle like weeds 
ſhould grow of it ſelfe., 

3. Confi. The third Confideration is, that there is no paine nor tron- 
ble in its ſelfe in Religion , nor no true p'eaſure nor profic in finne, or 
what pleaſure or paine ſoever there is ia them, it is ſo ſhort and {o ſmall, 
that it deſerves not the name of either, doe but truly and ſeriouſly confi- 
der, what paine or trouble is there in ſpending an houre,in reading, me- 
ditaring, or praying, I fpeake to the moſt diſadvantage 3 for indeed one 
ſhould rather ſay, whac wonderfull delight there is in a ſtri& and conſtanc 
communion with God in ſuch duries : bur ler it be ſuppoſed ir be trou- 
bleſome, the trouble is nothing, bur the comfort and the benefic is ex- 
ceeding great 3 when thou haſt ſpent a day in humbling thy ſonle before 
God,1 pray,next day is it any paine or trouble to youtia reſpe& of them, 
it is as the way of a Serpent upon a ſtone, there is nothing of the trouble 
that did accompany, thoſe-holy ducies doth remaine when they are end- 
ed, bur the comfort and profit of them'thou mayeſt meer withall twenty 
yeares hence: and ſo for finne, the pleaſare of ic is momenrany, bur the 
guilc and ſting of it is eternall ; the poore empty pleaſures of fine , what 


xe they while they:doe continue ? bnr-ſuce I am, they are |bitrernefle ac 
the laſt, ro-have a guilty conſcience, and a wounded fpirir, but one houre 


in.any extremity, as pooreſoules indifſertion or defpaire have, hath ſo 
much horror in it, that donbtlefie ar a veg bath had any experience in 
TT ſuch 


, 
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ſuch things, would not endure them for all the pleaſures in the world-for 
Methuſalems age :*bur alas we looke not a farre off, confider neither the* 
end of holinetle, nor of fiane'; nay to ſpeake the truth , we confider not 
the efſentiail excellency of the one, nor filthinefſe of the other, * ff 
4: Confi. Fourthly, Confider thar-there is not the leaſt ſinne, nor the' 
leaſt holy thoughe that ſhali vaniſh into ayre or into nothing ; for if'God 


ſhall call us to account for every idle rhovght or word , ſhall not every - 


holy thought and word through his mercy cend to our good alſo? if the: 
wicked doe treaſure vp wrath againſt rhe day of wrath, as a man that 
ſhould caſt in every day many peices of filver and gold into a roome for' 
twenty yeares together, or mcre, when he ſhowid come to looke'in that 
roome at the twenty yeares end, he would finde many a peice wh ch he 
had forgotten ; ſo it is with one thar treaſures np fin-e, when the booke 
cf conſcience ſhall be opened at the laſt day, and the baggs wherein God 


ſealed up his finnes, as Fob ſpeakes, ho» many finnes will he meet withall 
. that he never thovghr of; oncill thac day? not one of them ſhy!l be loſt 


that ever he caſt in: ſo ſurely ic will be withthee thattreafureſt vp pray- 
ers and holy thoughts ; God doth as ſafely ſeale vp. them as he doch rhe 
fianes of che wicked * there'is a booke of remembrance wric of all thy 
good words, and there is a bottle to bottle up a!l thy teares : now how 
eafie is ir for thee to caſt into th's treaſury a thouſand holy thoughts a 
day, to what a numberlefle number wou!'d they ariſ2 to in few yeares 3 
and by theſe not any bufineſſe is hindred ; rhou mayſt ride, thon mayſt 


care and drinke, thou mayſt ſel] and buy,' thou mayſt wa!ke for all chem : 


now if every holy thought doth adde ſomething to thy grace here, and to 
thy glory hereafter, and ſince they doe not hinder , but ſweerten and ſan- 
ifie all imp:oymencs, why doeſt thou nor' treaſure vp'the againſt the 
day of the Lord. | | 

gs. Confi. F:fily, Conſider ſeriouſly the excellencies of the Scriptures, 
for we are not ſenſible enough of their worth; no! doe wee firmely and 
ſeclingly enough believe that they are the word of Ga4 : Syppoſe that by 
ſome infallible arguments it mighe be demonſt ated that there were a 
Prophet now in England, with what ex-raordioary care and obtervation 
wenid'you obferve his words that he ſpake in the name of the Lord : if 
when thoy wert powring out thy ſor'e before God , hombly begging of 
kim that he would difcover to thee more the things that belong to thy 
peace, and thou ſhovldeſt have an Angel froms Heaven coming unto thee, 
as one did to Cornelius,or tha: our Savioar ſhould himſelfe ſpeake to rhee 
from Heaven, as he did to' Paul, when thou ſhalc fay as he did ; Lord, 
what would 'ft thou have.me to doe 2 With what reverence and attehrion 
wouldeft chon obſerve, and what obedience to atitle wouldeſt thon give 
to ſuch Meflages ? Wouldeſt not thou marke every word, and every (ylla- 
ble ? and wouldeſt not vary from them one jott. -Well, thoo ſhouldeſt 
give no lefſe reverence nor obedience'unto the Word of God, then unto 
them. If thy friend ſpeakes to thee, or writes ro thee, ſo rhon art ſore 
that it i his hand, they are both of equal} authoricy with thee 3 and why 


bo ould. 
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ſhould not the word of God. immediately ſpoken from heaven, or written 
be ſo too, of equall authority. wich thee ? to Have an Angel from heaven 
to tell thee what thou ſhouldeſt doe, is a ſtronger rempraricn to pride, 
but there is. no more of. reality in it to- move thee to obedience, then | 
there is io the written, word 4 nay , may 1 co: (ay lefſe, for the Word cf. 
God is the: rule by which we muſt judge cheir Mcflzges 3, and not their 
Meſſages the rule by which we muſt. judge the Whid of God ; for if an 
Angel-from Heaven ſhould preach another doQt: ine, let him be accurſed. 
Now there is no reaſon;thou be!ceving the Bib.e to be the Word of God, 
which we all profeſſe, but thou ſhouldeRt with as much care eadeavour to 
underſtand and prattite whar therein is written: if we will dog but as Lu- 
ther did that he might.underitand, Rom. 3. 25, 25. falt and pray when we' 
y finde any place of S:riprure too d flicult co be uadeifiond , of when we 
found our. corruprions ſo ſtrong that we obeyed nct :; when it is undet» 
ſtood, if we ſought the Lord by prayer and faſting, a dury general'y neg- 
le&ted, and by ſome condemned, though by. che Apoltics comniended 
and prattiſed ; ſurely wee ſhould bath undeiſtind m»1e of che nunds of 
God, and live mo-e ſutable to what we know.  _ | 
6. Confi. S$ x ly, Conſider that howſoever we cfieen cit matters nor, 
without Queſtion the enj »yment. of God is inflaice h:pp'n:flt : for doe 
but truly and realiy confides , wherein doth the h:ppiuctic of Angelis - 
conſiſt; dcch ir not conf it in the viſion, f.vitior, and union with God ? 
is,not God their all , and ſhall he not be: curs when we come thicher ? 
how comes it to paſſe,tiat it is nor. {> now ? nay it is ſo, but how comes ir 
to paſſe, that it is not ſo to us 2 either the Angels are deccived in making 
| . of ic their happiactic, or we muſt be deceived in ror m«kivg of it ours 3 
| we Cannot have the face to ſay, that if the Angells knew whar pleaſure 
there were in ca:ingand drinking, and other vaine and wicked pleaſures 
of the world,they would never ſpend their eternity in ſinging the praiſes, 
| in beholding the face, and admiring the excellency of G::d z yer though 
| we are aſhamed to ſay thus, ye: by cur lives we genetally hold forth this 
blaſphemy, and proclaime i: to the whole war'd 3 nzy, ler me raife this 
one ſtep higher, the blefiednelle of God wherein doth it conſiſt, che crea- 
ture is not his happinefſe bur himſelfe, and if God be enough for him- 
ſelfe, ſhall he not be enough for thee ? ch duft 2nd aſhes his enjoyment of 
himſelfe, is his happinclle , how comes. it. to palle thar ic is nor thine ? 
Gud doth command,invite thee, entceate thee to'enjoy him 3 ray indeet 
what is it that God requires of thee, but this, even to ad.nire, love, and 
enjoy him in the ſecrer of thy foule, thou wilt not, thou preferreſt every 
By / trifle before him ; chov wilt goe and ſee a carnall friend tor carnall end:, 
| rather then ſpend thy time in the enjoyment of him, who is the praiſe, 
and above the-praiſe of men, and Angells to all eternity ; pray to him 
who onely can diſcover his love and <xcellencies to thee, that he would 
make thee taſte of this hid'en Manna. 3 that he would draw away the 
vaile from before thine eyes, that thou mayſt be no- longer ignorant of 
this truth ; char he would purge ont thoſe corruptions out of th heart, 
Ahat thou mayſt celiſh and experiment the ſweetnefſe of ir. 7: Confi. - 
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7. Conft. Seaventhly, Confider that we have three enemies, the world, 


the fleſh, and the Devill ; Confider this, I ſay; fully and feelingly; for few 
there are hat iive ſo mach as a tittle of this truth-z or who lives #8 if rhe 


| world was his implacable chemy? for do we nor generally meo all ouractt- 


ons put ſomething of chat poyſonous ingredience, vi2. a defite to pleaſe 
men, and ro get their'pood word and wilt; we onght not ro ſeandalize 
any one as much as in us lyes ; we ought to be all things to allnien 4 bur 
it is that We may gaine them to God, not to our ſelves : if this truth was 
ingraven in our hearts,that it js as poſſible ro goe to heaven and pleaſe the 
Devill, as goe to heaven and pleaſe the world. 1 ſay, if we were fully per- 
ſwaded in our hearts of tharrtoth , we would neither wonder the world 
hates us, nor endeavour thar it ſhovld love us't we ſhould not endeavour 
nor caſt away our paines ro doe that which is abſolutely impoſſible z fo 
then if we reſolve to be Chriſtians, we muſt neither feare nor care what 
the world can fay cf, or doe unto bs. And we ſhould in all our aQions of 
Religion, not ſo much as orce bring it into our conſideration}, to thinke 
what men willſay or doe mito me, if 1 doe fo,or fo, excepr it be by Their 


diſlike ro helpe our ſelves ro know what is right 3 for though it is not-an . 


abſolate rule, yer it is a genefall rule, that ſuch a thing is right, bectuſe 
men general!y ſpeake againſt ir ; certaialy, oor defires and endeavours to 
pleaſe men, is one of the greateſt ſnares in the world'; for generally we 
live fo that we enflave our ſelves , and looſe nor onely our Chriſtian, but 
our naturall liberry for men 3 but indeed if it was no more but our out- 
ward liberty, it was nothing, bur we'wound onr conſciences, and dffen 
our God, which is worth more then a thouſand Heavens. 
Cautions. 

1. Cavt. Fiiſt, Take heed of the perfunGory performance of holy 
duries 3 for many miſchiefes come by them. 

Firſt, They puffe up, not edife 3 if thou powreſt ont thy ſoule before 


God in prayer, feelingly, ſpiritually, and faithfully, thou never departeſt 


without ſome ſpiricuzll profic 3 bur if thou doſt it carnally and formally, 
thy prayers are but win-le, and they puffe thee vp, for thy carnall hearc 
would plead theſe carnal! performances ro thy conſcience, and make thee 
believe-becauſe thou haſt many peices of this counrerfeir coine, that 
thou atrTich and wanteſt nothing, thovgh thou art poore and blinde and 
raked and miſerable 3 for thy duties have nor the right ſtamp, having nei- 
ther the image nor ſuperfcriprion of God upon thew, being neither per- 
foxmed for the glory of God, nor by the Spirit of God , nor in the name 
of Chriſt : and between carnali and ſpirituall duties, this is the difference, 
= wee uſually pride our felves in the one, and are hunibled by the 
other, | | 

Secondly , Which followes vpon the former, we ſhall growwearyin 
time of performing carnall duties , for needs muſt we be weary of theſe 
things from which we ger no profir nor ſtrength : when duties 'sre*dry 
breafts unto ns, it is no marvell if weare weary bf drawing them; ' by (pi- 


_ ricvall duties we ger ſtrength; and ſach prayers doe enable'vs to pray 


ore 3 but carnall prayers tire us. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly , Confider the ſame time is ſpent in the one as in the other* 
whether thon heareſt or prayeſt, with zeale and attention, or without it, 
_— F— ſametime in the Publique Congregation , though not the 

© pr A ( Su : 

Fonrthly , Gonfider that you ſpoyle both, by mixing the thoughts of 
worldly bufinefſe with fpiricuall dutiesz for thy onrward performance of 
the duty keeps thy thoughts of bufineffe from coming to matnriey, & the 
thopghts of worldly things keepe thy prayers from doing thee any good, 
fo that they ſpoile one another 3, I meane of thoſe wardting thoughts 
that we let lie in our duties, for thoſe that are reſifted and removed and 
mourned for, doe ſomewhat hinder bur nor putrifie the duty , for as the 
Wiſe man faith ; That dead flyes cauſe the omtment of the Apothecary to ſend 
forth a ſtinking ſauour ; if one takes out a fly as ſoone as it is come into ir, 
ſo much of the ointment that ſtickes about the fly is loſt, bur the reſt re- 
maines ſweet and pure, as ic was before: ſo wandring thoughts ſpoyle 
fomerhing of our prayer , though they be ceſiſted and removed , they 
make a'litcle hole in our prayer by taking up that rime which ſhonld have 
been fild up with better chooghts ; bur if they continue, they eate vp the 
fat of thoſe ſacrifices, and make the ſweet odours of ovr prayers noiſome. 


- But to conclude this Caution, if we were but in any meaſure ſenfible of 


the Majeſty of him to whom, and the neceſſitie of rhoſe rhings for which 
we pray ( to inſtance in that duty ) for they are our life and of the necef- 
firy of having them from God , we need no other Motives: to deretrre us 
from perfuncory performances, 

2. Caut. Secondly, Take heed: of worldly company , for whoſoever 
delights in that, will tinde rhat he never comes our of ir but worſe then he 
comes into it 3 for when one goes into ſuch company among whom there 
is nothing ſpoken of God, of Chrift,or of the Spirir,of the Word bf God, 
and of ſpiritnall experiences,where there is no ſpiricuall duty performed; 
EXCept one be exceeding carefull to ſequeſter ones minde from their dif- 
courſes, and keepe a ſtrit communion with God in the fecrers of our 
hearts, ovr graces if they were ſtrong would grow weake, and our cor- 
fuptions thoongh they were weake wenld grow ſtrong, and that ſpiritual 
advantage which you have got by many ptayers you will finde will be loſt 
in a litcle time ſpent'in foch con pany, excepr their diſcourſes be as dry 
breafts-unto you,” and as Meſſech and Kedly were unto David,,-they muſt 
either be a griefe or ſinne unto them, except in ſome caſes, as in caſe of 
bafrnefle, rhy particular calling, or charity, if thou comeſt as a Phyſician, 
either of theic bodies or of their ſonles , then thon nor orely mayſt bue' 
oughteſt ro come unto them 3 in ſuch caſes, our Saviour did frequently 
eat with Publicans and finners, not out of aty love he had to their wortd- 
ly cenverfation;,bur to their converſion : and this muſt be taken-asa rule, 
he that _ not how to bealone, knowes not how to be mm company 
with profr. | | : 

3- Caur. Thirdly , Take heed of idleneffe ; for as the Wiſe man ſays 
Stet thou'ohe wife m his own eyes, there is mote hope of 4 fovle then of bim : 
for to make ſuch a man wiſe, there are-rwo things to be done. Firſts 
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Fiiſt, You mult bring him to that,/ that he may. know himleife :o be 


ignorant, andihen,you muſt,;teach; him wifedom:e, whereas he tharis 


ig30rant; aud knowes himiſcle to be fo, Reeds onely the jaſtz. (o he that 
is in any honelt en.ploymer,Saran hath two works toro to make him fig. 

Fiſt, He-muſt ge: h:m to/leave off .»har. he-is doing ,- and then per- 
ſwade him co the evill that he temprs him to; 2s a bowle that is running 
muſt be fiſt ſtopped before ir caa be made to run the contrary way ; 
whereas the bowle thar lyes ſtill may withour ſtopping he caſt what way 
one pleaſes : a bird, thur is flying gae can hardly take any aime at, as one 
may a: that which frs.ill : ſo Saran.cannor levell his remprarions fo ata - 


 buhic azar an ide man +: but. I {hill not proſecute this common place of 


idlenefſe, bur my maire defigne is to give you caution againſt ſpiritual 
idleneſſe, for that wh ch is nor taken notice enough of, that is. not avoyd- 
ed nor mourned for enough is that we thinke that we are nor idle, it we 
are bufied in worldly employments,if we are felling of wares in our ſhops, 
cr riding. of a jourrey, or buficd.in ſome ſuch employmenr of our pacti- 
cular calling. The man threſteth.ard piowes all day and thinkes thac he is 
free from id!enefſe; hur we ſhould know that if our thoughts are not em- 


| ployed upon ſpiritual things when chey may, it is the.worlt.id{enefſe of 


ail, and veiy few worldly bulinetles there are that ſtand in need of the 
continuall intention of car thopghts upon therr, for it.is racher our luve 
of :he,wor 1d that t:'xeth. our thongh;s upon workdly matrers while we are 
en.p!cyd abour them, then becauſe.they hee rot be done as well wich- 
cut halfe that intencicn of mirde 3 doubcielle, there are many diſſeminata 
vacua in all eT-p\oyments of the world,which might and ought to be filled 


vp with ſpirituall choughts 3 and as ic is with Bees though they gather - 


honey from 2 flower, they leave it 3s iragrant and as freſh as they found 
itz ſ0;ve gaiÞering and, mixivg ſpiritoall thoughts with and from cur 
worldly, butinefle , 'we hinder ir not atall ; for as a velel} that is fall of 
ſand will. hold a!moſt as-much water as if there weie. uo fand in itz fo 
when we are full of employments,we may hold a thouſand holy thoughts, 
ang as a ſhip can hardly he fo bid with cheſts or other lading, but there 
will be ſo many corners unfild vp, wherein Diamonds of ſuch great value 
might be pur in, that rhey would be more worth .chen all the Jading of 
the Ship-3ſo thoſe thoughts of God aud, ſpiritvall things » hich we might 
have in,he midit.of our orher employments, as way be of far;e, greater 

valve then they... F645 dry CW Wc A of 
Fourthly , Take heed of perfunRory and carelefle refiſting of temp- 
tations, but what thou doſt in that particular as in ſpirituall things doe ic 
with all thy mighc, for to thinke and wezk!y tq reſolve againſt finne, will 
not hifder but aggravate thine offence, icAs one of Sarans policigs to 
let one alone to thinke of ſeveral} Morives againſt any finne,when he ſees 
that he hath one fot enough. 3 for he knowes that the more Morives we 
finne againſt, the more we are hardened, and God is provoked z and as ic 
is with a Towne thac is beſieged, they will willingly let ſo many of their 
enemies in, as they know they are able to maſter; ſo Satan whea he ep 
( 


+. - 
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that the Motives and reſolutions that enter into the ſoule are too weake, 
be wiltmgly fuffers them to enter,for perfunRory performances of duties 
and reſiſting of remprations, are equally dangerous » if. the latter be not 
'the worſt ; by the former we ger no ſpirituall go2d, and by the latter we 
overcome no ſpirirual} evilk | 
$5-'Caur. -Take heed of makirg dthers ſmne, either by ſcandal! , or be- 
ing a tewpration to them by example or provocation, iis a good way 
when one hath to deale with a pafljonare man,. not onely to prepare our 
" ſelves for the Combate by prayer and reſolutions and keeping a ſtrong 
guard upon cur hearts, thar we may not be overcome with poſſion, how- 
ſcever he ſhall uſe us, either in word or in deed bur to take ſpeciall care 
and ro uſe all means to keepe him from paſſion 3 for there is a wretched 
Joy that our hearrs are ſubjeR co raxe in the fins of others, chinking them 
to be a fotle to our innocency,to have others very pſlionate when we are 
very meeke; there is a ſecrec delight that che hear is prone co rake;bur ir 
.proceeds from a deſperate pride'in us, wha defire to have our cxcellencies 
made manifeſt, thongh with the diſhonour of God. and damnation of our 
brothers 3 but there is a great deale of hell init, and charity rejoyceth 
not in ill. 1 Coy, 13. 
5s Caut. Take heed of ſtudying high ſpeculative points. whatſoever, 
For when'our thoughts are exceedingly incent in-finding our truths, all the 
fire is in the top of the chimney, and none is lefe upon the hearth, gene- 
rally high ſpeculations leave the heart cold. withour deyorion , for gene- 
rally there is a great deale of curicfity and pride in ſuch ſtudies, for com- 
monly we defire to be accounted knowing men, in ſearching into whys 
and hows of Gods works and truths 3 as why God made the tice of know- 
ledge of good and-evill, and how there can be three perſons, and bur one 
God, therefore in all reading.joyne prayer,whether ic be in the reading of 
humane or divine things, and rake ipeciall care that the love of God goe 
not our, nor grow cold in you. That which I have heard of one,is a good 
pradtice, that whatſoever booke he was reading, every leafe thar, he tur- - 
ned over he would looke what was become of his heart, and of Gd, and*©- 
wonld not begin till he had ſent up ſome prayers te the IÞid for di- 
Ree” + | 
y Adviſes. 


1. Adv. Firſt, Concerning wiicing, many wayes thon art to employ 
that for thy advantage. ' | #; 

Firft, Write downeall thoſe ſpirituall paſſages out of Sermons, books, 
difcovrſes, wherein thou haſt found moſt reliſh and ſpirituall profir. 

Secondly, Keepe a Regiſter of al the mercies that God hath beſtowed 
tipon'thee , whether it be temporall or ſpiricuall; but eſpecially chy ſpiri- 
tuall experiences, and his manifeſtations of his love, if ever che rercours 
of the Allmighty was upon rhee, the wayes of Gods providence ia ſup- 
porting thee, and how, and when, and - whar' mannes he delivered _ 
- An 


HS. | 
£ 
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And fo for the diſcoveries of his love, and concerning the mercies God 
hath beſtow<d upon thee, how and wherher, and when he anſwers your 
prayers 3 2s alſo aſl che ſpeciall wayes of Gods providence to other ſpiri- 
ruall pesſons,in remporalls or (piricualls, and when thou findeſt thy heart 
dull and cold in love, or weake in faith , theſe experiences of Gods good- 
neſſe to thy ſelfe and others, w:1} be an excellent means to evflame and 
| ſtrengrhen thee. | 
=P | L:ſtly, Kzepe a Divroall of chy life in reſpe of the ſpiritu.ll paſſages 
of every day 3 ſet downe whether thou d'dſt awake with God, or whether 
the world had the fiſt fruirs of thy thoyghrs,and how thou didlt performe 
ſpirituall duries, whether with reliſh, fervency, or delights, or ocherwiſe 3 
marke and fer downe when thy heart made any defaulc ,. ictermicting its 
communion with God, and a'l the {e-erall fianes chat thou caaſt cake nc-- 
rice of, that thou haſt commitred thic day, and what meccies thou haſt re- 
ceived, and when there is ar.y mercy that thou praycſt jor ſome marke 
ſhould be ſer untill chou haſt an anſwer of that prayer fron: God, and thar 
day the Lord gives thee that anſwer,..make a reference from that day to 
the day of che praying for that mercy. | 
2. Adv., Secondly; Chooſe ſowe ſpiriruall friend one or more,to whom. 
thou mayſt wholly unbofomee thy (elfe in all ſpiriru3ll matrers3bur a greac 
deale of cavtioa need to be had in this particular , he need to be one of a 
thouſand thar thou chooſeft ; chus chop needeſt chave a great deale of ex- 
perience of his ſpirictuall wiſedome, humilicy,and experience of the wayes 
of God, for be he never ſo learved, though he underſtand all myſteties 8 
all know!edge, though he hath never ſuch excelent gifrs of edification, 
yet if he be nor an «experienced Chiiſtian, thou wilt licrle benefic either 
by his ſociety or countell, for v hen he ſpeas of ſpicituall and experimen- 
rall truths, and the diſcourſes of ſuch truchs are the very life of the com- 
munion ol Saints , 1 ſay that his diſcourſes concerning ſuch matters, be he 
never ſo learned, ifhe be not experienced in them will be withour life or 
reliſh, be will ſeldome ſpeake of ſach things, but whza he.does ir, ic will 
be with fo mach heavineſs, that thou mayſt cicareiy perceive that he doth 
ſpeake buSy-rote, and of things that he delighcs nor in, and for his ad- 
viſein ſpirirozll matters ic muſt needs be very imperfeR, for thouſand ca- 
ſes may happen of which bookes ſpeax= nothing 3 and having no other 
way to underſtand them, and direct ihee, he will be at a loſſe, as one that 
travells by a Map, and hath no other way to guide himſelfe, -he will meer 
with many turnings, that put him to a non plus which way to take,where- 
as he that hath ofcen travelled that- way: is a'farre ſafer guide ; the truth 
is, we have no knowledge of Gad, or no ſaving knowledge of him , bur 
what is by $7 5x3 : to conclude therefore, if chou wilt chooſe a ſpiri- 
ruall friend, chooſe ſuch an one as magnifies Ghriſt, and the Spirit of God, 
and his teachings, and the word of God and inward morrtifications above\, 
outward, and that is an experienced wiſe and humble Chriſtian, .and chou 
ſha!r get a worid of good by the converſe of ſuch an one,for in doabts his 
: wiſdome 
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wwiſdome and experience will dire thee, in thy diſtreffes he will comfore. 


thee, when thou arc ſpirirually cold, his example and carriage in the per- 
formance of holy duties, his diſcourſes of heavenly things , and the flanies 
of his love will ſet thee on fire... + TI ETON 
3. Adv. The third is diuroall examination, every nighr ſtrifly ro ex- 
amine what thou haſt done that day ; we reade of God himlſelfe thar eve- 
iy day he looked over his workes : farely God h:th no need to examine 
his workes, bur it is writ for our inſtruction, and doubticfle the benefic 
- and neceſſicie of this examination are very great. | 
Firſt, Wee ſhould finde ou: ovr finnes before they come to be coſto- 
mary, when they are but a-day oJ}d,and before they have rakey coor in 'vs, 
and ſo they will eafily be pu!l'd up, and by faith, repentance, pr ayer, and 
reſolutions againſt them, we ſhalt eafily ger the victory over them, and 
through the he'pe of God, who makes us more then corquero':rs 3 it is 
very likely by the bleſſing of God, if David had not negleQed the exa- 
wining of his ſoule that day when he defiled Bathſhebah , he would have 
diſcovered that abomination, and he wonld never have gone o farre as to 
hare added bloud and the'rett, of his abominations/to his uncleanenefie, 
and he would have watered his couch with his teares,»«hich he had defi- 
led with his adul: ery. x nt 4g Har s 
The ſecond advantage. is that we ſhalt never lie in any fin nyrepented 
of, and there be many other inconveniences beſides bringing ic wo a cn- 
ſtome that comes by finne lying , and-our foules unrepented of '; for ir 
deads our prayers, cooles our love, hardens onc heart, makes vs tharwe 
cannot come to God with that joy, with that freedome of {pirir, as when 
one hach done ones friend an injury, one is loath ro fee him. c 
The third advantage is by our dividing this great worke of giving up 
OUT account, and making all even berwixc God and our ſelves, rhe worke 
will be very cafe, which if we ſhall nor dee it but at our death, or oneiy 
yearely, it would. be exceeding difticulr,and almoſt impoſhble-: as if fome 
Merchant who had very great trading,ſhauld ballaſt his acconnrs of dgbes, 
receipts of disburſements, 8c. bur once in ſeven yeares, jr would be an 
intolerable burden ; beſides, many things would be forgotien , whereas 
it ny ng done daily, his accounts ate perfeRed with more-caſe and fewer 
defaults.  _ ] Lf 
| The fourth advantage is that at month thong wilt have: a world of 
comfort by taking this courſe; for beſides that thuu arr eaſed of that bur- 
then of having all the accaunts of thy life to make up, then; thou haſt a 
. clcere way to anſwer Satan, when he ſhall lay to thy charge any finnes of 
thy former life 3 for if he ſhall accoſe thee,and ſay. doſt thou nor remem- 
ber, that ſuch a yeare, and ſuch a day, chou-didft commir ſoch ain; thoa 
mayſt anſwer him, and ſay, . iris true that ſuch a day+ 1 did commir ſuch a 


ſinne, bur then chat "ery night I mourned for it, and went nor to bed be- _ 


fare | had my pardon ſealed with che bloud of Chriſt ro my ſovle 5, and 
when'Satan ſhall not be able ro lay to thy charge any debr of which _ 
Wes 99 - ; 
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haſt not had an acquittance,nor any fin for which thou haſt not had a par- 
don from the Lord, ſuch fiery darrs will have no power to wound thee : 
and this examination thou mayſt make thus : Confider all the ſeverall 
houres cf the Cay, and how thou haſt ſpent them 3 when thou didft firſt 
awake, what didſt thou thinke of when thou werr aſleepe, and choughtſt 
not of thy ſelfe, God chovghr on thee, and thon were ſafe under the ſha- 
dow of his wings 3 When I awake th art with me, ſays David; was ror 
God with Dauid when he was atlcepe ? yes futely ; for his being with him 
when he was awake, ſhewed that he was there before for ir is nor ſaid, 
When I awake thou comeſt to me, bur art with me. Well, but what are thy. 
thoughts when thou firſt waketh ? ate they of God, or of the world? 
Thou ſhalt much diſcover the temper of thy heart by this, thofe that are 
our vely tamiliar acquaintance; we ſufter them ro come into our chim- 
bers before we are vp3 ſurely God is a ſtranger to thee , if thou thinkeſt. 
not of him, nor ſeekeſt him on thy bed; rhenas the Apoſtle ſays , If the 
firſt fruits are holy, the whole lumpe t holy : ſo generally as thy ficſt thoughts 
are, ſuch art thou all the day after : in che morning thon ſayſt, it will be 
foule weather, ſays our. Saviour, for the 5kie is red and lowring ; fo we may 
Iay cf the day in iefped of ſpirituall matters 3 if thy 'morning thooghts 
be red and lowring, it will be foule weather in thy ſoule that day: and 
when thou readeſt over thy diary thou ſhalt finde-that thoſe dayes when 
thou ſhalr finde that'thy waking and morning thoughts were full of God, 
that all the duties of that day , whether of thy generall or particular cal- 
ling, were of God alſo... Well, what did{t rhou thinke of afterwards, didft 
thou keepe thy thoughts cloſe ro God, untill thy morning exercife ? didft 
thou drefie thy ſoute as thou didſt odretie thy body ? Well, after that whar 
didſt thou dre ſuch an boure and ſuchan kovre, 8&c. Oro helpe thee in 
this duty fomethieg more,examine at night rhy workes, words, thoyghts, 
what they were every honre ofthe tay 3 for thy works, confider what thy 
religious workes, the works of thy particular catfing, and thy recreations 
were; for thy prayers, haſt thounot omitted thy feven tines a day, if 
thou haſt attained with Dawid to that nua-ber? or how often ſnever thy 
ſer tires are, haft thou not omirred them ? ſor I dare not difcourage an 
one in obſerving ſet times as if that cou!d not be don lawfully, Well,how 
haſt thou prayed,haſt thou performe4 thar duty as a taske,or as a means ? 
haſt chow bound up thy devotion to {ch a number of times of going ro 
God ? or haſt thou given God'thoſe'prayers #s a Compoſition ? or as the 
rent of the day, tharthou mayſt doe with the reſt and ſpend the reſt in 
vanity as thou pleaſeſt, or didſt thou nor'\moueh-rather-performe char duty 
of prayer as an af of communion with God for the * omg , and as an 
help? for communion with God for the furure ? thog not by thy 
prayers intend and defire of the Lorgd power' and ſtrength not to depart 
from him. What were thy prayers ? wefe they faichfoll, fervent,reverend, 
humble ? What returnes of thy prayers haſt thong had chrs day ? haſt thou 
endeavoured to obtaine thoſe mercies and graces that thoo prayedfſt we ? 
"oy 
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thou mockeſt God to pray for thoſe things thou endeavoureſt not for ; 
and thou mockeſt thy ſelfe to endeavour for thoſe things thou prayeſt nor 
for 3 for thy meditations and reading the Word of God, how haſt thou 
performed them ? What power have they had upon-thy heart this day ? 
haſt thou been more faichfull, humble, charitable, &c ?-Whar reſolutions 


didſt thou make? and haſt thou kept them, &c? Concerning thy reading | 


the Scriptures and mediration, moſt of che things which are ſpoken con- 
cerning prayer,may be applyed to theſe alſo : as didſt thay meditate and 
reade as'a taske, or as a means ? and fo of the reſt. Concerning the workes 


of thy particular calling, have they nor juilled out the workes of thy ge-- 


nerall calling ? haſt thou got noneceffarily omitted thy ſer times for ſpi- 
rituall daties ? or have not thy thoughts been taken up too much wich 
them ? haſt thou not lefr off thy communion with God? God may be with 
thee in thy ſhop as well as in thy Cloſer. Againe, if thou arc a tradeſman, 
hiſt-chou not tooke advantage of the neceſſi:y of the ſeller , and bought 


rooCheape ; and of rhe ignorance of the buyer, and fold too deare? haſt' 


thou not ſold thy conſcience with thy wares? Conceining thy recregti- 
ons, have they not been unlawfuli recreations' in reſpett of the kinde ? 
haft thoa not mide aſport of finne , making that a recreation which 


ſhould be thy griefe ? making that thy delighc , which ſhould make a 


Chriſtian weepe ? have nor thy recreations been ualawfall in reſpe@ of 
time ? have they not beea uaſeafonable ? haſt thon not uſed recreations, 
when thou ſhonldeſt have pat on ſackcloth, not being fenfible of the af- 
fliions of Joſeph 2 for have notithy recreations taken up too much time ? 
haft thoo not made a vocation ©f recreation? the'beft way is by prayer 
and by frequent communion with God, toartraine to thar ſpirituall trame 
of ſoule, that thou mayeſt goe ro God, as David ſpeakes, Pſa! a3. 4+ to 
make God thy exceeding joy 3 fo ſhall thy great bufinefſe aad defigne that 
| thou haſt in the whole world be rurned into arecreation, and thou ſhalt 
need no othef,but thou ſhalt be as thoſe that are in heaven,'t ſhall be thy 
erernall bufineiſe and delight to admireand praife God ? What have thy 
words been, thou muſt give an account ar the laft day! for every idle word? 


how wany haft rhou ſpoken this day ? where, when, and with whom haſt 


thou diſcourſed, and what hath thy diſcourſe been of ? have thy words 
been to edification ? Remember what the Apoſt'e ſays,that we muſt auoyde 
fooliſh talking and jeſting,which is not convenient z haſt-thou nor this day flan- 
deredor ſpoken i!] of thy neighbour ? if chou haſt, beſides thy humbling 
thy ſelfe before God, aad acking pardon of him, make ſore recompence 


to thy neighbour, and pur up as many.prayers to God for him , as thou ' 


haſt ſpoken evill words of him ? for thy thoughts, what have they been ? 
have not vaine thoughts lodged in thee? the fountaine of all finne are our 
thovghts, if thou keepeſt them cloſe ro God, all the reſt wili follow , thy 
words and thy converſation will be ſpirituall alto 3 haſt thov nor had 2 
thouſand thoughts of Ged this day ? if thou haſt nor , thou haſt Joſt'thac 
which is irrevocable 3 for though thou haſt a thouſand thoughts of God 

next 
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rexc day, thy lofie this day is rot thereby recovered, for thy having « 
thouſand thoughts of Ged this day , doth not hiuder thee from having a 
thouſand thoughts next day, bur rathet further thee z the more thoughts 
thou haſt of God, the more thou: mayeſt have 3 and/for thy thoughts of 
God, what have they been ? have they been feryent as well as frequent ? 
have thy thoughts of God been worthy of Gad) or have not thy thoughts 
of God been ſuch thac thou ſhou!deit have had of the world , and the 
ihoughts of the wor id ſuch as rhon !nouldelt have had of God. 

4: Adv. The fourth, is Meditation, a duty of ſo great concernment, 
lo much profic, that nothing bur ©xpetience «an make one know the be- 
refit of ir, and the man of the greateſt devotion, and of the -heavenlicft 
afteions, that we reade of in all the Bible, thovgh indeed for matter of 
revelations, it may be, ſomeching more is ſpoken of others then of him, 
I meane David was exceedingly verſed in Meditation, and doth ſpeake 
very much of it concerning his own practiſe, and commending it to 6- 
thers : you know very well that he ſets ir downe as the onely , or at leaſt 
the chiefe exerciſe of the blefied man, to meditate in the Word of God day 
and night ; he delights ig the word of God, and therefore medicates in, irs 
and medirates in ir,and thereiere delights in it ; one that walkes in a gar- 
den, ſees the beauty, and miy ſmell fweetnelie of the fluwers growing 
there, bur it is the Bee that gathers honey out of them : co reade and 
ſtody the Sc: ip-ures, hath a great deale of fweetneſie in ir, buc ir is medi- 
cating on the Scriptures that brings the ſweeteſt and laſtingeſt benefir ; 
the end of ſtudy is knowledge, but the end of medication is alſo holy af- 
feions and pr.Riſe: Now that which 1 adviſe and direR in this particu- 
lar is cro.know how to reade and meditate on the holy Scriptures, ro our 
grea: eſt ſpiricuall comfort and advantage, and there are rnany Adviſes to 
this purpoſe. Ha” 6 

Firſt, Take che Bible, cpen ir, reade it with the ſame atrention, reve- 
rence, and reſolution to foliow it 3 as if Chriſt living on the earth, either, 
by 1eafon of ficknefſe, or ſome -other cccalion, nor being able to goe to 
him thy ſelfe, chou ſhould'ſt ſend ſome ſpiricuall friend with thy humble 
deſires ro Chriſt to adviſe thee what to beleive & doe, and Chriſt ſhould 
ſend a Letter to thee by that friend, how exceedingly wonideſt chou p;1ze 
that Letter ? how wouldeſt thon rezoyce and long to reade it ? how {tri- 
ly wouldeſt thou obſerve every ſyllable ?-goe take rhe Bible, open ir, and 
doe likewiſe. Wee doe not. reade that ever Chriſt writ any thing with his 
owne hand, ſave that which he wrote up>n the ground, John 8. and whar 


that was wee know not z and what might be the reaſon ? might not one, 


. if not the chiefeſt reaſon be, - leaſt we ſhould Idolize that place of Scrip- 


tore, and deſpiſe the reſt in compariſon of that 3 it is not the hand, bur 
the Spirit of Chriſt chat gives. aurhoriry ro Scripture 3 wee have ſtrange 
opinions of the badily preſence of Chriſt , wee thinke had wee lived in 
his dayes , wee would have gone to him and acknowledged our finnes, 
and craved pardon and direQtion , and ſcarce doubt but we ſhould have 


obrained 
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-obtained both, but wee corfider not wee have as neere and as certaine 


away to obraine them now as then ,' nay wee had the fame way as they 
had 3 for it was their faith that made them whole, and by faith we may 
be made fo too in reſpet of ſpiricuall diſeafes fo if an Angel ſhould 

bring a Meflage from Heaven to us , how wopld wee obſerve and follow 

ic? Scripture ſhould be of as great power and authoricie with us as. 
that Meſſage, and indeed more 3 for if ir were pofſi»ie that ſuch a Meſ- 

ſage ſhould contradi@ any thing in the Scripture 3 the Scripture muſt 

be belceved before ic : but of this more large'y in the fifth Confidera- 

tion. | 

Secondly , Reade every Verſe in the Bible with this, conſideration, 
that the Holy Spirit of God when he inſpired the Apoſtie, Propher, or 
other Pen-men of the holy Scriptures to write that place, did parcicular- 
ly intend thy good in it 3 for wee muſt not conceive that the Scripture 
was *written for their gocd onely who lived in thoſe times when whoſe 
ſeverall Bookes were publiſhed, but to all ages, for every particular man 
that ſhovld live in thoſe ſeverail generations. The Scriprure it ſelfe is 
plaine in this particular 3 Rom. 15. 4. For whatſoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of 
the Scriptures might have hope Devur. 29.-29. The ſecret things belong unto 
the Lord our God, but theſe things which are revealed belong unto us, end to our 
"Children for ever, that we may doe all the words of the Z aw. 

Nay wee reade of a particular promite made to a particular perſon 
vpon a ſpeciall occafion, if any part of Scripture were not to Extend tro 
every particular perſon that ſhould live while the world 1ifi-, one would 
thinke ir ſhould be that, yer even chat very promiſe the Apoſtle brings, 
even that as a promiſe parcico'arly to- be applyed ro eveiy Chriſtias : 

compare bur theſe places, Heb. 13.5. Joſh. i, 5. The Scr:iprure hike a 
well made PiRure lookes vpon every one in particular, fo direly as if ic 
lcoked upon none elſe ; wee generally reade the Scriptres 2s we heare 
Sermons, without a particular acd perſ-nall appl:cation of. them; ifa 
god!y Miniſter ſhopld come home to any one of our ho.:ſcs, and rake one 
aſide, and tell one privately and feclingly, you profefie your fe:'ves Chii- 
ſtians, bur there is lirtle or nothing of Chriſtianity appeares in your 


lives ,* yuu live not as becomes the Goſpell of Jeſus Chrift ; ir would 


ſtartle us 3 wee heare the ſame in the Pulpir, and we let ic paſſe as a 
thing not concerning us : if one ſhould come. from an houſe of un- 
cleannefle , and heare a voice from Heaven, ſaying >, Whwemongers and a- 
dulterers God will judge , . it would ſtrike rerrour 1ato that mans hear; 
he reads the ſame words in .the Scripture, and they are a dead letter - 
to him. 

Thirdly , Reade the Scripture to a right end, for which it was. writ- 
ren, not for cuſtome, or that you might be able to diſcourſe, and becauſe 
you are aſhamed ro be ignorant of thoſe things which you conceive eve- 
ry Chriſtian ſhould kaow , and having an occation divers. times ia com- 

| pany. 
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- pany im ſuch watters, then ydu would be loath ro be able ro fuy nothing ; 
bur corfider what end the Sctiprvre *@ vir for, Rom."I'g« 4. Rev. 3410. 
1 Pet. 2. 2. 2 Tim. 3. 16. and many other places, (er them downe 5-our 
knowledge, our afte&tions, and our lives are quire out of frame, and thou 
muſt goe tothe holy Scriptores there td ' finds 'onr diretions:to cure 
theſe diftempers : and in aword, thar thou-mayit be able ro know, ad- 
mire , love, feare, truſt, and ferve God more-then thou doeſt ; rhon 'F 
ſhou'd'ſt never 'rexde any pare of the ward of God , withont a parti- 
colar intention to adrantage thy ſelfe in theſe particulars -by thy 
reading. : | - 
Fourch'y «Thou muſt hambly and earneſtiy-pray tothe Lord to-give 
[| thee his Spirit ro underftand whar thois readeft. jn his Word 3; take heed | 
| of going with thine owne hamane ſpirir,aud in ihe ſtrength of thy learn- | | 
| ing, to ſearch cur the deepe things of God z goe to the ſhallows of the | 
workes which wee call the workes of Natare,. and thou ſhalt finde that | 
thou art not able ro fadoire them 5/the winde thay heareſt the ſound 
thereof , kane knoweſt nor whence 1f Cowes z BOT whicher iÞ goes s and 
how canſt thou preſume ro underfiand the great myſteries of God which 
the Avge!'s rhemſelves defire to locke into ,- without the helpe of the 
Spirit of God which reachech wifedome ſecretly ;- ler rhy defires be fer- 
'Y vent, for the things written in the Word of God are thy life 3 defire the 
| | Lord to give thee a powerfull, ſpiriruall, and experimental] knowledge, .. 
F of the truchs rhat thou ſhalt reade- * | <4 
Fifchly , Promiſe the Lord thar if he will but reveale to thee his will, 
thou wilc dee ir, and obey him in it, whether it be good or evill z Jer.42. 
F 6. whether it be pleafing or diſpleafng to thine own will : wee doe nor 
F uſe to tel] any one a receipt to-cure 2 diſeaſe he is ficke of, if wee know b 
| 1 he is reſolved not to take ir, nor doe thon fatisfie thy ſelfe witha nentra- 7 
| liry, ro finde thy ſelfe neicher refolved ro follow, nor nor to:folfow what 
(1 thou ſhalr underftand, it's an hard ching when one whom God hath lo- 
: _ ved ſo much ſhal{ give no other returne of all his goodnefſe bur this, that 
he doth not finde his heart to hate and rebel! againſt him : many pecple 
doe lirtle better rhen uſe the Scripture as a charme, they thinke by read- 
- ing ſo many Ch-prers a day, they ſhall be cured of all ſpiriruail diſeaſes, 

' had they nor as gocd thinke that by hanging fome Chaprers or two about E 
their necke; they ſhall be cured of ſome corporal! diſeaſe ; if oneſhou!d " 
have a receipt to cure the gour, and he ſhould reade it over everyday | 
twice or thrice, and thinke thereby to be cured, though he never tooke 

i what was preſcribed 3 ſo it is with him thar thinkes the barereadivg of 
| the Word of God will doe h'm any good without being; beleeving, and 
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doing accordingly. | | 
Sixthly , When thou art thus prepared reade that place which thon 
intendeſt ro medirate of, andconfider what the crue meaning of the 
=_ is, to the underſtanding whereof before thou didft crave the affi- 
nce of the Spirit of God, bur if the place be knotty and ws be 
: underſtood, 


* © Sta of ;neflirs- 

; for meditation chou maſt chooſe thoſe ph _ 
the affeRionate, . _— r= 

ſuch as Re merecka the heart, then buſiet underſtand. jr, 

and thouraft nor-be curious ro raiſe Fen abſomatiogs from the words, 
bot rake thoſe trachs thar lie open in the Tex. 

Firſt , Becauſe thoſe truths that lie hidden in one place of Scripture 

Ctr Nana abennhek h | 
cond!y , Beca n the braine is muc yed, the beart 
Ik wg me. 

Thuicdly , :Becau time thou / in out curious ob- ; 
ſ{{rvacions may be-farre more profitably ſpent in-working. thy beart 10 
holy affeRions and reſolutions from ſome other reach ne will preſently © 

a ieths enero her ſo ſpiricuall hunge 

Ir ſhewes that there is not ſogreat ſpiriiua T afrer ri 
reopſnctie as there ſhould be; for hungry men doe not uſe co ſtand and - 
picke bones »hen they have meate enough to cate- 

Seaventhly , When thau- baſt:raiſed ayy obſervation fromthe wards, 
then thou art ro pvt one of theſe three Queſtions tethy ſelfe 3 Dce I 
thus? -Is it thus with-me ? and belkeve i thus ? One or two, or all of theſe 
will belong to every Texr, ſome to.all, and ajl to. ſome, as Luke 19. ,32- 
Feare not little flocke, it is your Fathers good will to give you the Kingdome : | 
Doe I chas, that is, for the. firſt branch feert not. 3 doe Lfeare, then is it 
thus with me ; am [ little m my owne eyes 42m Lone of -Chrifts flocke, 
am { one of thac ſmall number that ſhall be ſaved ? Laſtly, doe I belecve, + 
chis, that God will give the Kingdame of Heaven to ſuch. 

'Eighthly, If chou doeft hade, that mama de egy the 
Ward requires, give God the praiſe, kuwbly acknowledging: thac ic is - 
net thy dojug at all; eirher that thou art or doelt;or belecveſt whar thou 
fſhouldeft, and if thou fiadeft that-thow prideb thy ſclfe in fhiead of being 
thankfull, asif they were from rhy gy aſe them as thine 
a&-chou mayeſt be juſtified, then doe; bur thivke in:chow many ether 

thou faileſt, and how-evea in +heſe very-particulars, if thaw; eonfi- 
dereſt, either the meaſure, manner, ground, and eng, rhou ſhalt figde 
red all Rn defeCtive, and thy beſt righteonſneſle no; anely to be rag- 
or 

iNinthly , Tf thoy-findeſt that either -it s not vith thee, or that thou | 
doaſt not; or beleeveſt not as the Word xeqares, 

Firft, Humble thy | ſelfe before the Lord, and defire pardon ang helpe : 


for the future. 
one te : Sericully. confer what is the reaſon (fic be that thau 
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the howes and whyes of Gods truths and workes are the things that fiom- 
ble us 3 as how can there be thiee perſons and yet bur one God ; and 

ſhould God hatEEſau and love Facob ? in thoſe caſes ſay ro thy ſelfe, thar 
For the whyes and howesof Gods word and cruths ,: it-is curiofity -and 
pride to enquire of them, except God does reveale them, and we ought 


ro mortifie our defire of knowing them : as that 'of our Saviour takes _ 
_ place in this caſe ; Bleſſed are they that beleeve and ſee not. 


Thirdly , Thiake with thy ſelfe if thou canſt remember any other 
place or places that confirmes the truch that thou doubts. of. : 
Fourthly , Know that that which thou art mainely to enquire of, is of 
. the meaning of the Word of God, not of the truth of it 3 for we are ſeri- 
ouſly ro confider whether ſuck a place holds forth ſuch a point, nor (-it 
appearing to be the plaine meaning of the Text ) whether it be true or 
no, if it Le a thing thac thou doeſt nor which thoa ſhould'ſt doe, or doeft 
which thou ſhould'ſt not doe then ſeriouſly conſider whar are the rea- 
ſons and grounds of this thy diſobedience, -and thou ſhale finde them to 
be either the pleaſure, profit, or honor of the world ; and __ O 
my foule, can we be fo deceived as tobe put cff.with vanities, fuch as by 
Exper ence wee have knowne to be vanities , and by faith mach-more ? 
Shall we leave an Heaven -of joyes,” the God of mercies? fhall we leave 
Chriſt, who hath ſo loved us, chat he-lefr-all, even the boſome of his Fa- 
cher, and emptied himſelfe of all his glory, and filled himſelfe with our 


..- Wifery? ſhall we leave all-cheſe for theſe vanities which wee muſt leave, 


and will leave us? Conſider the impediments that hinder thee from do- 
ing thy duty; confider the temprarions and occafions of thy finne ; confi- 
der the meanes and morives to avoyde-it 3 remove the impediments ; 
avoyde the occaſions; uſe the means; and thinke of the motives to doe 
that which the Lord commandetrh. : bur thou muſt neither-thinke to 
finde out theſe, nor to uſe the means,or avoyde the occations,&c.withour 


. imploring humbly and earneſtly the direRion- and affiftance of the Spirit 


of Ged, to affiſt and dire thee in the premiſics:3 for you -mwſt know 
that you muſt finde ont and uſe ſpiritualt Morives,or ele thy very -avoyd- 
ing of finne is finne, when. it is done ppon carnal{ grounds-or figfull 
Morives. , xs »., | | 

Tenrhly , Whea thou haſt-finjſhed all thy Meditations; | 

Firſt , Thou art to entreat the Lord that he would worke all theſe 
truths upon chine heart, and faſten then as a naile ina ſure place;thar his 
Word may not be.a dry-breaſt unto thee, nor. thowa-bacien Wilderneffe 


unto it. | 


Secondly , Thou art to blefſe God for any ſpirituall frame of- heart 
that is either wrought or diſcovered in thee by this exerciſe. z7 

Laſtiy , Chooſe ſome ſpeciall truth or point :(-in which thou art ei 
ther moſt defeQtive;or wherein thon haſt found moſt reliſh;or which thon 
haſt moſt occafion ro make uſe of that day )and keepe it by thee to thinke 
of, and doe as thoſe that-walke in a garden of fragrant flowers,if one nc 

| ve 
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have leave, generally he takes ſome along with him to fmethto;the-reſt bf 
the day 3 doe thou binde up ſowe ſpirituall truths out. of thy Meditationy 
and doe likewiſe. bay or, Bnet FOO TOS 158TH O24 PORE GER, » SHS x 24) 
Ll Age. Th cat advice, and that which muſt ſerve for ah An-« 

, leaft all the other . Cautions and Adviſes being obſerved, 'they' 


4 
- 


ridote 
ſhould be torhed into poyſon to us, is, that wee ſhould often meditaze, - 


and never be farisfied in our ſoules, untill wee come to a :cleare Goſpel 
experimentall knowledge'of Chriſt, without which indeed we! are nor 
worthy of the name of Chriſtians ; for are we not called Chriſtians from 
that very name? and doubtlefle if we have- not & right knowledge of 


Chriſt, we ſhalt make vp.a Chriſt. co our ſelves of our prayers;-and>'/faſt- - 


mgs.and almes, and repentance, and woe be to that ſoule thar ar the laſt 
day ſhall have nothing totroſt to bat his graces and duties, which will 
accuſe him inſtead of pleading his cauſe :.and two things eſpecially. wee 
ſhould endeayovr to know of Chriſt ;, firſt, - the excellency of the petſon 
and myſteries of Chriſt ; Secondly, the love.of Chriſt, - 44% 
Firſt , Far the excellency of his pesſon.,, though to ſay he was both 
God and man,is indeed to include all ; yer ſome few thimgs 1 ſhall ſpeake 
ro manifeſt this point. | Its 41 
Firſt , That all his people doe receive from him grace for grace, Joh: 
1:16. Now if we contider the vaſt emprtinefle gnd ſpiritoall wants of the 
people of God, we muſt needs.conclude thar he mult be an Ocean of ex- 
cellency that muſt continually ſupply them. 5 | 
Secondly , For I ſhall be very briefe, ſetting downe- rather heads of 
Meditarjon, then Sermon-wiſe,ta dilate upon them. Confider the digni- 
ry of his ſufferings, for they did fatisfie the Juſtice of God, and that could 
not be ſatisfied without ſomething, of infthire value , and could notany 
fave onely by reaſon of the dignity of his perſon. '% 
T hirdh, , Confider how he ſuftered.; what did he ſoffer ,; though the 
paines were exceeding great, yet without any abatement ar: all ofthis 
love'of and confidence in God ; for while he ſatisfied the Juſtice of God 
by his paſſive obedience, in ſuffering the penalty of the Law,; he alfo ſa- 


tisfied and fulfilled the righteouſnefſe of the Law.by-his a&ive abedience, - 


which was a wonderfull thing that in the midft of all his agony,and all his 
Fathers anger, while he was laying upon him the paniſhment of the ini- 
quity of us all, and ſpared him not, that even them there-ſtonld be :1io 
abarement/at all of his confidence in and love of his Father,' but that he 
ſhould 1cve him and truſt in him as much. as at any other rime ; for'had 
there been any, abatement, and had he not loved God-then: with all-his 
ſoules with all his mighr, and with all his ſtcength: and-che ſame may be 


_ faid of his truſting in God, his ſufferings could never ;have ſatisfied for 


Fane, bur themſelves had ſtood in need of forgivenefle. --.. 


: - Fourthly, Conſider that ſaying ofonr Saviour, Job. 4g9-He thar hath 


Wee indeed ſee a great deale of "T's and witedome in thy wordsiand 


2 - ations, 


_ world of holinefſe: and wiſedome in his words and” 


o = - : : 75 - 
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aRions,- but would veconldſe> the Father; farely rhete would” be a 


$, if he would 
have lived amongſt men as thou Lord haft done, ſucely_rHep it had ſofhi- 
ced. Now ovy Sviours arifwer'is 8s if he ſhould Tay to it eg. X 
ther himſelfe hid raken hnumatie nature,and Hye amongſt men, he wo 


nog have ſpoke one wordimnre; or orherwiſe, nor done one Joan / e 


or otherwiſe then I have done, he would not , nay could not have ſpoke 
or done more wiſcly then I have done 3 So he tha? hath ſeetie me hath ſeene 
wy Father... © 43-2! 5274 SIO PRES 
»Fifchly , Confider that thoſe: who have had tie atdt and high 
revelations of divine things; have alwayes had the high&ſt effeeme of, aud 
have moſt magnified Ghriſt: $ Paul rapt into the thiftY heaven; and ſaw 
and heard things there , which was neicher poſſible nor Tawfoll to be at- 
tered, yer no-man ſpeakes higher things of Chrift then he', hs deſires to 
know nothing but Jeſins Chriſt, and him crucified 3, aceOunrs all ochep kaow- 
ledge but drofſe and dogs niear 3 fuch knowledge as dogs and ſwipe, 
reprobares may have 3 nay; one ſtep further, thevery Angells in heaven: 
though they have the bextificalt vitioh yer notwithſtan 


; g they defice 
to looke into the grear myſteries of the Goſpel, 1 Pet. 1. 12. Therefore 


never thinke that thou haſt arrained t6 any meaſore of Chriſtian know- 


wn ey thou ſeeſt an excelleticy in Chriſt, and an heighe and dope 
in the mytteries of the Goſpel; which if chow fhate'noc doe, fay within 
thy ſclfe, it is ſo evident tht nothing is more in; the” Word of God ; 
thac Chriſt is the end'of aff the ceremoniall Lawes, and all the Pro 

fies of the old Teſtament 3 thar all the P is, nay all the Angells give 
wienefle ; and the Apoſtle cleerely ſays, there is no controverſte of this 
matrer of the greatnefſe of Goſpel-myſteries, atid therefore chat I doe 
not admire them, it cerfainly proceeds from my ; eng of chem 3 for 


then the Apoſt tes, would never Have defired to have know 
them 3 arid after thou haſt wrovghr this upon 


of the pon 
p poore'glow'woritie compared.,rothe Sun 
comparei to the traths of the Goſpel: .ve mult looke, upon Qhriſt as 
the onely author and finiſher of our'faith, and juſtifier f 
| wedoe all thit Hath been matrjoned : muſk not fo mpch 
as make or doing of riot Sings rhe Jeaft Iigredient in out i 


and-es Sulomon ſpeaks concerning our wiſedome, ſo we muſt doe in the 


matter 


. andbid thee call all the Sains 1 þ 
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-mgtter of holinefle 3 Leane not to thine owne wiſedeme,: faich: Solomon 3 not 
- onely nor rely uporit, bur nor axe on ir : wee maſtnoc partly cruſt in 
our owne wi 


wiſedome', and partly im che wiſedome of God ,- but wee'muſt - 
wholly rely upon piers toi 3-Jo-we muſt nor-partly rely: —— 
merits, and partly upon our owne, bur wholly -on\Ehrift: © mmes: 
which we doe-not commit, we afe not innocenr'of, and rhoſe 'holy-deries 
that we doe performe, we are nor inndcent in, therefore neither can we 
eſcape hell , nor atraine ori9 mk Bag Furry .haunr we doe, or not doe: 
and the reaſon why we either avoyde , or performe holy duries, or 


_ frequent ordinances, is not becayſe thereby we ſhilt be juſtified,bur chat 
_ thereby we may glorifie'Gvd and Chriſt, aud/becauſe rherein wee: have 
communion 


wich Chrift, and are made conformable:unto him, and-made 
more capable'of more of Chrift :' when we goe to ſome ſtarely Palace, - 
where wee have appointed co meer ſome deare friend, whom we love - 
with our whole ſoule, though we' have never fo much entertainment 
there when we come, yet if our love and our defire'to ſee oor friend be 


. exceeding/great,: wee rather weepe then rejoyce , notwithſtanding the . 


|= penn ew which wertafte and: fee ; prayer, hearing, the Word, 
' Lords Supper, are ſtately ordinances,and rich feaſts 3 yer if we meer 
not Chriſt there, 'they are but dry breaſts aud barren wildernefſes to a 
foule chat loves Chrift. oF STE £0 
Secondly , Now the maine thing that hinders.a poore ſoule from com- 
ing amo Chriſt, is, that it is not oleerely fativfied of Chrifts love and wil- 
lingnefſe to receive her : ro this point therefore by rhe bleſſing of God f 
ſhall ſpeake more largely, and as cleerely as the Lord ſha'l inable mee; 
this therefore may be ſaid ro that poime; arc thou noc ſacisfied of the love 
and willingneffe of Chriſt to receive thee. What can Chriſt ſay or doe 
more then he hath done ? ſuppoſe Chriſt from Heaven ſhould bid thee 
write downe what expfefſi ns ſoever thou wouldeft or couldeſt-invent, 
the whole world , and all the Arigells in 


Heaven, and did- ther, and write downe the higheſt, ful- 


| teff cleereft, and largeſt exp:effionis of tove, and he will fer tiis hand and 


ſeale to them; would that farisfie, ſorely God and Chrift hive done'more, 
for the Holy Ghoſt comes not ſhorr of the expreſſions of love of what- 
foever the Angel's in Heaveri eould invent, thow haſt his hatid an ſeale 
to them in ths Word thou wouldeft "be a Tooſer if thou ſhouideft make 
another dravghtof love for Clirſft es ſer his hand to, -and rake that in- 
ſtead of the expreſſions of love 'wHich he hath already ratified "arid con- 
firmed by his Word, his Oth, his Seale, that thoo \mighreft have ſtrong 
conſolarion;Su that thou ſhonldeſt ſearch the whole world:co finde 
out the fondeſt, lovingeſt, and rendereſt-parene in the world, and when 
hon Haſt formd Her, choo ſhbuldeſt obſerve with whar love, care, 'and 
bowells of affeEtion ſhee 'carriecher ſelfe towards hee hirtle- Tiifune, How 


te s her fleepe,and even her veryheaft whenher chiles ficke, 


OC. 


md ever complies of het paines and coſts, andnever — —— 


d oe or; enough. 

tby feife 3 that I was ſore that God: loved me as much as this woman» 
loyes her childe,wel),would thar ſatisfie. »then be loves-thee. 
Wore.. 1/a.: 49-18. Can a woman forget her ſucking childe; hay ſhe would nos 
have on the ſonme of ber-wombe, yea they may forget, ;yer will not -T- 
— forgetthee: the L Lord doth not ſay, can women, bur a woman, anyavo«- 
wan, finde out that woman which thou ſuppoſeſt-ische'moſt onlikely ko- 
forget het childe,yet God'is more unlikely ro forget-thee 5 nay ir-is more, 
poſſible that all the women of the world.ſhovld. forget-their..children 
then God 3 for though the queſtion be pur'ir*the fingular neg! Can 

a woman ;et the anfwer is.in cheplurall, notſhemay, bye; they may, they. 
all may. + Further:againez Suppoſe-thoy wert at thi: (0) ofa, 

marriage of the lovingeſt-couple inthe whoſe world, and ſhouldeſt_ob-. 
ſerve with how mnch joy and love the Bridegroome: carried himſelfe ro- 
- wardthe Bride, even in the midſt and height. of all his nuptiall. ſolemni-- 
cies 3 wouldſt thou-not be ſatisfied if thou didit .know:that .God'did nor 

. onely love thee with render love of compaſſion; withwhich the lovingeſt 
mother ip' the world loves her Infant, bugwwiththat love-of complacencte 
which the Bridegroome beareth to, andwithwhichhe rejoyceth over his 
Bride : that his love was equall to theireſpopſalls, then be-atisfied, for 
God doth ſo ; Ja. 62. 5. And as a Bridegroome rejoyceth over bis Bride, ſo 
ſhall thy God regyee over thee.: Nay ſareiymay ſay, that the holieſt Sainr 


him, his heart is moſt enflamed!3 nay-furtherthar-the higheſt Angell in 
Heaven doth not love God ſo-much, as God loves the pooreſt and mean- 
eſt Saint in the whole world 3 fer God fo loved the world,-it is ſucha fic, that 
there is no ficut for ic, no that. of the Angells vnto him ; ; nothing can ex- 
prefle it to the full, ſave onely the greatnefle of the gifc. which he our of 
his love gave ta, and for his people., even. the Lord Jeſus Chrift. 

To-conclude, ra but confider whas Chriſt hath-done;: ard if. thou av 
Fully facisfied of thar, thou canſt have'nocauſe to. have the leaſt 


which is to be done is nothing. ig compar ſon of that which he hath al- 
ready done for thoſe that are his- 


i; in, He will much more. give-u8 .all things : alſo.for God-to give:thee Chriſt, 
bo is much morethen to give thee Heaven; bk as to give thee Heaven,is much 


hpndred ninety-ni 
Pai on ty if ing Px a: the Ca ot, of his For ther 
ow much more afloce thy ſelfe of Gods Gods 
whatſogs s behj Sato he hack: ag ow 4: 


Secondly, The great matter of 
deare, and God the Father deare to. redeeme thee 3 


a7 


for the- leele Infant : wolf tha Shue fop whckie 


in the whole world, when by the cleareſt diſcoveries of : Gods love. unto 


his willingnefle to doe whatſoever is more tobe done for thee ;.for o | 


Firſt , Nothing jo reſpett of excellency,. for the Apoſtle brings that - 


.more then to give thee all temporal ble » Matth 6. 33. If one thar 
opght thee tea thouſand 'pounds, ſhould have payd thee nine. thouſand 
nive ne, thou wouldeſt no whir doubr bur he will pay | 


ty is over 3 om it coft bit 
; God pared, pores 
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who is the Lerd of glory ſhould marry a poore finfall ſoule is a wonder ; 
bur having married thce, that he ſhould ſanCific thee, 'thar he ſhould 
preſent thee glorious, without ſport or blemiſh, or any ſuch thing, is no. 
wonder 3 nay it was a wongefit- fe ſhould ſtill ſuffer thee to goe in | 
- rags, and never adorngthee With the Jewells of his grace, and 24 
*. ſet upon thy head{the Giqwne of glory were a wonder, 
therefore comiprt. YA ſelfe with theſe rrarhs ; 


, ( Now to hit ſth done ſo much, er, 
and mketAore , - be glory 
| | and honour for cver, 
| Amen, 
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